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>1a dutikd tng KatakdppPng B Bpioketal n deltepn emokéyiun aibouoa, tng
Katakéupng A (I). 2tn Bdpeia mieupd éxouv Aa&euBel apkoodhia katd Cedyn,
rou mBavdtata anoteholv oikoyeveiakoug tdgoug. 2tov diddpopo | (1), mou
Sev eival emokéPigog, owlovtal ta onapdypata dUo peyaloypduuatwy emi-
Ypapwv oe opboywvio TAaicio («tou MAAwVOG» Kal «tou Owud).

21a avatoAikd g Katakdupng B Ppiokovtal évag oikoyevelakdg Vekpikdg
Bdhapog (cubiculum, IX) kar n Kataxdppn I (VII kai VIII), mou orjpepa Sev ei-
var emokédipa. To cubiculum (IX) @épel otig AeupEg Tou Tpia apkoodNia Kal
évav ktiotd tdgo. To véto tprjua tng KatakduPng I éxel katappedoer kai ol
Suo Siddpopol emkovwvolv petagy toug pe texvntd diddpopo. e dlo ap-
koodAia tou diadpdpou 2 (VIIl) obietar uripa mapdotaong pe dven kai §lo
TouNd, KabwG Kal To XPIoTOYPAPNa Kal Ta apxikd ypdupata Q kai A

H avaokaeikr épeuva mou dievepyriBnke ta €t 2007-2009 and v téte
2n Egopeia BuZavtiviov ApXalotitwy €Qepe OTO PG TO VOTIO THAKA TwV
aiBouowv tng KatakdppPng A kai B oe prikog mepimou 15 p. (X kar Xl avti-
otoixa). H opo@r] toug eixe oxeddv e§ olokArjpou katamnéoel, diatnpou-
vtal SPwG Ta TOIXOUATd Toug pe evvéa apkoodNia kai téooepa loculi. Or
SUo aibouoeg evwvovtav petagl toug Pe eykdpolo diddpopo, yeyovog
mou avatpénel T Bewpia Tou Zwinpiou T MPoKeTal yia Tpeig ave&dp-
wnteg KatakdpBes. Mdvw and 1o vétio owldpevo turipa tng Katakdupng
B amokaAlpbnke éva véo pikpd cubiculum (XHI). Extdg and ta apkood-
Aia armokaAieOnkav duo ktiotol tdgol, pia pappdpivn oapko@dyog kar 33
Aakkoeldeig tdgol. O1 iepIoodTEPOI TAPOI TTOU AvAoKAPNKav ftav ouAn-
pévol rj diatapaypévol. Kahdmtovtay pe adpd emeepyacpéveq avicopeyeé-
Beig MAdKeg kal aMendMnha otpopata aoPeotokoviaudtwy. O Aakkoel-
Seic tdgol eivar eite amhof efte pe Seltepo Bdrapo mou oteydletal pe té€o
otov TWNo twv apkoooAwv. Zrdepa kavévag amnd toug Aakkoeldeig Sev ei-
val opatdg, d1dt kaAlgbnkav yia Adyoug mpootasiag.

EAdxiotol tdgor édwoav a&idloya krepiopata, dmwg mepiarta, éva pe-
TdMivo Saktuhidl, yudAiva pupodoxeia kal yudAiveg xdvipes. Bpébnkav, ermi-
ong, xdhkiva kai oidepévia kap@id. Ze A v avackaer| Ppgbnkav Auxvd-
pla, eved ixvn kadong, éotpaka and ayyeia kabnuepivilg xpriong (Mayeipi-
K& okeln, olvoxoeg, Tvdkia), Kabwg kal 0otd {Wwv kal Yapl®v dnAwdvouv
TNV TEAEON VeKPOSEMVWY Kal MWV TEAETOUPYIOV TN IVAUN TWV VEKP®OV.

>1a dutikd tng aibouoag g Katakdppng A amokaligbnke aibouoa («ai-
Bouoa Bayety», XllI) mou @pdxBnke mpoowpivd yia Adyoug mpootaciag. H
apxikr eloodog g abouoag Bpioketal ota Bopeiodutikd. 3Ta ToXWPATd
NG avoiyovtar ewéa apkoodAia kai SUo cubicula.

21a véua, érou Ta toixppata wv ailfouowv g Katakdupng A kar g
«Bayet» ouykhivouy, rjpBav oto @wg évag NUIKUKAIKOG TOIXoG Kal évag axé-
paiog appdPdwtog kiovag katd xwpav. And ta otoixeia autd ouvdyetal ot
mipokertal mbavotata yia pia and g apxikég e10660ug Twv KatakopBov.

Ta kivntd euprjuata Kai Ta KIepiopata mou aveupgbnkav PéXp! Orpepa To-
ToBeTolV XpOVoAoyIKd TN XEron Tou VEKPOoTaeiou and ta péod Tou lou
péxpl Tov 60 ar u.X.









ments of a scene with flowers and two birds, the Christogram and the
letters O and A

The excavations conducted during 2007-2009 by the 2nd Ephorate of
Byzantine Antiquities revealed the southern part of the chambers of Cata-
comb A and B to a length of approximately 15 m. (X and XI respectively).
The roof had almost completely collapsed; however, the walls are intact
along with nine arcosolia and four loculi. The two halls are connected by a
transverse corridor, which refutes Sotiriou’s opinion that Catacombs were
three independent galleries.

Over the remaining southem part of the Catacomb B a new small cu-
biculum has been revealed (XIII). Apart from the arcosolia two cist graves,
a marble sarcophagus and thirty three pit graves were revealed. Most of the
excavated graves have been plundered or disturbed. They were covered
with heavily processed slabs of different sizes and successive layers of plas-
ter. The pit graves were either simple or housed a second chamber in the
type of arcosolium. Today none of the cist graves is visible because they have
been covered for preservation purposes.

Few graves gave valuable gems, such as pendants, a metal ring, glass ves-
sels and glass beads. Bronze and iron nails were also found. Throughout the
entire excavation lamps also were found. Traces of fire, pottery sherds from
cooking pots, jugs, plates and animal and fish bones were found declaring
that nekrodeipnon and other burial rites were been taken place.

To the west of the hall of the Catacomb A, a new hall was revealed (“Hall
Bayet”, XIlI) but has been temporarily closed off for protection. The original
entrance of the hall is located in the northwest. Nine arcosolia and two
cubicula have been carved into its walls.

In the south, where the walls of the Catacomb A and “Hall Bayet” con-
verge, a semicircular wall came to light and an unfluted column has been re-
vealed in situ. These findings suggest that this is probably one of the primary
entrances of the Catacombs.

The findings and grave offerings, that were revealed, date the use of the
cemetery from the mid Ist c. until the 6th c. AD.




O| KatakdpPeg eival 1o umdvelo VeKpOTAQEio TwvV MPWIWY XPIoTIAVI-
KOV alovwy otn Mriho. Bpiokovtar otnv miayid Adgou, ota votiodut-
K& Tou olkiopoU NG TEUNNTAG, oTNV EUPUTEPN MEPIOXH TNG apxalag TOANG,
1a gpefMma g omoiag, exteivovial péxpl tov napabardooio oikiopd KAj-
pa. Xtnv mepioxr] undpoxouv Kal dAa pikpdTepa UMOYEId VEKOOTAPEd oToV
wno wv Katakoppaov.

Or KataképPeg rtav yWwotég otoug viomoug wG «EMnvikd) ZrnAidy.
'Hén mpiv Tig emokepBei o Meppavdg apxaiordyog Ludwig Ross to 1844, ei-
XQV UTMooTEl exteTapéveg ouNjoeiq. To 1878 g emoképbnke o [dAMog ap-
xalohéyog Charles Bayet kai to 1907 o lewpyiog Aapmndkng, eve to 1928
gpeuvriBnkav kar peAetriBniav ouotnuatkd amnd tov [ewpyio Xwinpiou.

Mpdkertar yia odpmieypa euptxwpwy ailBoucwv kar diadpduwv (I-VIII) Aa-
Eeupévwv otov pahakd mopwdn neaioteiakd Ppdxo (tép@o), Tou cuvoE-
ovtal pe texvntols 81adpduoug. To oUUMAEYHa CUUMANPQVEL €vag OIKOYE-
VEIaKOG VekPIKOG BdAapog (cubiculum, IX). O T. Zwinpiou apxikd eixe Be-
wproel Ot TpodKertal yia Teelg avegdptnteg KatakduBeg, tnv A, B kai I, mou
anoteholvtarl and aiBouoeq Kar S1adpdpoug. To GUVOANIKS PKOG TwV OTo-
v eival mepimou 200 p., eved To MAdToG ToikiMel and | éwg 5 p. kar to UPog
and 1,6 éwg 2,5 p. 2ta toixwpata éxouv Aageubel o tdnol tdewy, Ta ap-
KoooNia (to§wtof) kai ot loculi (opiZévtiol tdpot), kai oto ddnedo éxouv Aa-
Eeubel Aakkoeldeig tdgpol.

‘OMol o1 tdpol kaAdrroviav e avioopeyEBelg mhdkeg. Mepikd apkoodhia
owouv Ot OTEPAVN XPWHATIKY SIakdopNon Kal GEPOUV OTO TUPTIAvo oTd-
pdypata emypapav fj kKéyxn yia Ty andbeon KrepIoPdtwy Kal AUXVaplov
Kal Og PEPIKEG TIEPITTIOOEIG YA TNV TaQr] BRepav.

H onuepivry eloodog twv KatakopPwv Bpioketar oty aiBouoa tng Kata-
KéuPNnG B (M). Xt &e§id mheupd tng aiboucag owletal o povadikd aké-
paio SIKPoPo apkoodNo Kal ta onapdypdta TG onpavtkig emypd®ng
«twv [MpeoButépwvy», yoapupévng pe kepaAaia kOkkiva ypdupuata og opBoyw-
vio yparmté maiolo (tabula ansata). Xto péoov mepitou g aibouoag éxel Aa-
EeuBel pepovwEVOG UMEPYEIOG TAPOG O OXAUA 0apKOPAyoU, YWWOoTOG WG
«tdgog tou pdptupay. O tdpog autdg mbavdtata xpnoioroiiBnke wg Ayia
Tpdnela, kabwg mdvw andé Tov Tdgo unmpxe KIBOPIO, iXvn Twv KIovoKpdvwy
Tou omofou evtdmioe o I Zwinpiou to 1928.






YNOMNHMA - MEMORANDUM
I:i Opioypappn 16ppou - Volcanic rock
Emdanédior 1dgpor - Pit graves
Apkocdhia - Arcosolia
IE Knoroi 1agor - Cist graves

El Mappdépivn capkogpayog, kiovag

Marble sarcophagus, column
m Toixor - Walls
m Enixwon - Soil
E Nedrepeg karaokeuég - Modern structures

Aiadpopn eniokent@dyv - Visitors' routes
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KataképBn A
I. AiBouca
Il. Aigdpopog 1
KartaképuBn B
I1l. AiBouca
IV. Aiddpopog 1
V. Aiédpopog 2
VI. Aigdpopog 3
KaraképBn I
VII. Aiédpopog 1
VIII. Aiédpopog 2
IX. Cubiculum
H ‘ X. Zuvéxeia aiBouoag KarakéuBng A
XI. Zuvéxeia aiBouoag KarakéuBng B
XII. AiBouca “BAYET”
XI11. Cubiculum
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Catacomb A
I. Hall
Il. Corridor 1
Catacomb B
111, Hall
IV. Corridor 1
V. Corridor 2
VI. Corridor 3
Catacomb C
VII. Corridor 1
VIII. Corridor 2
IX. Cubiculum
X. Southern part of Catacomb A
XI. Southern part of Catacomb B
g ir XII. Hall “BAYET”
XI11. Cubiculum




he Catacombs are the subterranean cemetery of the first Christian cen-
turies in Melos, located on the hillside southwest of the village of Tripiti
in the area of the ancient city's ruins of the seaside village of Klima. In the
area, there are smaller underground cemeteries, in the form of Catacombs.

The Catacombs were known locally as “the Greek cave”. The Catacombs
had suffered looting long before German archaeologist Ludwig Ross visited
the site in 1844. French archaeologist Ch. Bayet visited the Catacombs in
1878 and George Lampakis in 1907 until they were systematically researched
and studied by Professor George Sotiriou in 1928. They are a complex of
spacious halls and corridors (I-VIIl) carved in soft porous volcanic rock (ash),
and connected via artificial corridors. The cluster completes a family burial
chamber (cubiculum, IX). Initially, G. Sotiriou had considered that there are
three originally independent Catacombs, A, B and C consisting of rooms
and corridors. The total length of the galleries is about 200 m, with its width
varying between |-5 m and its height from 1.6-2.5 m.

Two types of tombs have been carved into the walls, the arcosolia
(arched) and the loculi (horizontal recesses). Pit graves have been carved
into the ground.

Slabs of different sizes covered all tombs. Some arcosolia save painted
decorations and fragments of inscriptions on the drum or conch for deposit-
ing offerings and lamps, and in some cases for the burial of infants.

The current entrance is located in the hall of Catacomb B (lll). On the right
side of the room, the unique two-storey arcosolium is preserved and fragments
of the important inscription of “Elders”, written in red capital letters on a rectan-
gular framework (tabula ansata). In the middle of the hall an individual above-
ground tomb-shaped sarcophagus has been carved, known as “Tomb of the
Witness". The tomb was probably used as an altar with ciborium, as, above the
grave, traces of capitals were found in 1928 by G. Scotiriou.

To the west of the Catacomb B lies a second room of Catacomb A (I). On
the north side, arcosolia have been carved in pairs. There are probably family
graves. In the corridor | (Il) which is not accessible, there are fragments of
two inscriptions in rectangular frame (inscriptions of “Melon™ and “Thomas”).

To the east of Catacomb B lies a family burial chamber (cubiculum, 1X)
and the Catacomb C (VII and VIII), not currently accessible. The cubiculum
(IX) incorporates on its sides three arcosolia and a cist tomb. The southermn
part of the Catacomb C has collapsed and the two halls are connected
by an artificial corridor. In two arcosolia of corridor 2 (VIII) there are frag-
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