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XAIPETIEMOZ

H xwpo g, 1 ENMdSe, Statnpetl o ToAd iiaeitepn xat aTevy axeon pe o Toperbov g Adyw
™¢ novadixhs ™| tatopiag. H iotopla auth viapyet Tavtod, o xdbe Teploxy Tov ToTov nag,
xal METPAEL XMeTiES.

ST XOPO hag, TO ETMAYYEAUN TOV apxottohdyov xoipet Stxatohoynueve Wiaitepng
extipnons. H mpocPocy| pog oe avtéy tov povadixd TolMtiopnd fa oy advvarn Sixws tmy
oyamn, Ty adoainom, to Téog add x oL T GVOTNOTIXY] GOVAELE TV AEYOUEVLIY «TRATAVEWY
s Iotoplogy. Ot avaxaldpels Tov GEpvel 0T0 Gug 1 OXATEYY TOVG, 0Ttd T Y1 oL T Bdhacoo
TV TIPOYOYWY UG, KAVOVY e Tovg NeogMnves va yeullovpe Tepnddavia.

IStaitepa ot ENveg tov ebwtepixod, xot xuplwg epels ue ) ynotwtiny xatoywyy,
viwbovpe Pabid ovyxivnon otav avuxpilovues Ladvixd xdopovs Baupuévovs oe éva amd o
ynoaxie g aatpadteprs Balacoag tov Atyaiov, Tov Tl yhieTies Yitay N witpo TOV ENVIXOD
TOMTIGUOV. Mixpol TOTOL TTOV YEVWNGOY UEYANOUG TTOMTIGUOVS.

Ot Kuxhddeg xat ot avBpwTot Twy vnatey elval XOUMATL TG LOTOPIXNAG XaL TTOALTL-
OTXNG XANPOVORLAS UaLg. AVE TOUG QLWVEG TOTIOL GUYEYTNAEYG TIOMTIORWY oo Tr Adar xot Ty
Avatoly, 6Tov Snpuovpyrdnxe xdtt o novadikd. M avefdvTAnTy Ty TOMTIOROD oTo T
VEOMBXY] ETLOXY| UEXPL THUEPDL.

Emioxedpbrxope 1o pxpd ol Aeomotikd voTlodutikd g AvTimapov Alyo xpovie
HETE TV €vapln Tng avaoxadhs exel: évdoka epelmia £pxoOVTaY GUVEXWS OTO GG HECH OE Evar
uetodvoks tomio. XaAxwa ayysia xat dMa amd ehedavtddovto, stonyuéva, xabug baivetal,
amd v Alyvmto 1 ™ Svpla, xot, Toww o’ OAa, HapRApYa oyOPLL UE CTIAGUEVR UEAY), TIOV
xdmote otéxovtay ohdpha pe xelvo To vipoTald yopdyeho xat to Stotaxtikd Bripe kot Twpo
xel{tovtaw Bpadouato UTPOaTa aTA UATL oG,

Elxopue ) xopat var SovuEe oo x0ovTe To Tab0og kot THY APTL ETLGTNHOTVYY TOV avot-
oxadéa Mdvvov Kovpdylov Tov avaxave, avédette xat auvexilel axodpaata e TOvG guvep-
Y6TEG TOV VoL ATIOXOADTITEL TOVG ONoaupols avTod «Tov ¥ atod Twy Kovpwy», dTtwg eVAoyo 0vo-
uadetal o To AsoToTINd.

IV avtd amodaoioape vo ovaldPovus ™ xpNHotoddTnon Tov Wlaitepov avtod
Pphiov, Tiotevovtag OTL Boe GLBAAEL OVTLAGTIXG TTY YVOIGT KOG YLoL TOV QPXALOAOYLXO TIAOUTO
Twv 1Moty twv Kuxdadwy xot o tov tpofdiet.

H mpootacia, n Swadvhatn, n Stupxis Tpofory kot 1 aflomoinon g opyatoloyL-
X1 [Lotg XANpOVOpLAG Ogv aTtoTENEL LOVO XPEOG ATEVOVTL GTOVG TPOYOVOUS Mag, ohhd xat vBvv
TPOG TIG ETOUEVES YEVIEG. AVTY| 1) XANPOVOLE [AG £XEL SLaOopdWOEL, Lot VTHY eluaoTe TPy -
GOVOL XOUL EVYVWMUOVES.

NIKOAAOX KAI EIPHNH AAIMOY

FOREWORD

Our country, Greece, maintains a very special and close relationship with its past by virtue of
its unique history. This history is present everywhere, in every region of our land, and spans
millennia.

In our country, the profession of the archaeologist is deservedly held in high regard.
Our access to this unique civilisation would be impossible without the love, dedication, pas-
sion, and systematic work of the so-called “pioneers of history”. The discoveries brought to light
through their excavations — from the land and sea where our ancestors once roamed - fill us,
the modern Greeks, with pride.

The people of the Greek Diaspora — particularly those of us with island roots — are
deeply moved when we unexpectedly encounter worlds long buried on one of the islets of the
shimmering Aegean Sea, which has been the cradle of Greek civilisation for millennia — small
places that nurtured great cultures.

The Cyclades and the islanders form an integral part of our historical and cultural
heritage. Throughout the centuries, they have served as meeting grounds for civilisations from
the West and the East, giving rise to something unique: an inexhaustible source of culture from
the Neolithic era to the present.

We visited the small island of Despotiko, southwest of Antiparos, a few years after the
excavation began there. Glorious ruins were continually coming to light within a metaphysical
landscape: bronze vessels and others made of ivory, seemingly imported from Egypt or Syria;
and, above all, marble Kouroi — male statues with broken limbs, which once stood upright with
their shy smile and hesitant steps, and now lay in fragments before our eyes.

We had the pleasure of witnessing first-hand the passion and impeccable scholar-
ship of the excavator, Yannos Kourayos, who discovered, spotlighted, and continues diligently
— alongside his collaborators — to reveal the treasures of “the Island of the Kouroi”, as Despotiko
is now rightly called.

That is why we decided to fund this special book: we believe that it will not only deepen
our knowledge of the Cycladic Islands’ archaeological wealth but also showcase it.

The protection, preservation, continuous promotion, and responsible use of our
archaeological heritage is not only a duty to our ancestors but also a responsibility towards
future generations. This heritage has shaped us, and for it, we are both proud and grateful.

NIKOLAOS & IRINI LEMOS
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EIZATQTIKO *HMEIQMA

H avaoxady) ot 820 Mavtpa 010 AeamoTikd amotelel yia ueva £pyo {whg oo To 1996, 0Ty
emioxednxo yla TPty Popd to ynat. Tote, 0VTe £Yw) OUTE OL GUVEPYATEG MOV TIEPLUEVAULE TLIG
x&Tw oo o povtpl tov Ilétpov Maptavov Ba Bplaxdtay ute Leydhn eyxatdatacy xatL évo oo
Ta TAOVOLOTEPR apXixd tepd Ty KuxhdSwy.

H avooxodi xot 1 LeELETY ToV apxotohoytkod vAkod auveyifovtot xdbe xpovo pe Tov
{5t0 puBud xaL cuVEXWG oG ETILGVAGTOOVY EVXAPLOTES EXTIANEELS YLow TN {wH| oty Mdvtpa Towv
YEWUETPLROY, PNV Kol ¥ aatkwy xpovwy. H Tpootacia xatl Tpofold g apxatohoytkis
XA POVOLLAG TOV TOTIOV aToTeELEL Yot OAN TNV Opdda TOV AsTOTIROD XPEOG TEVAVTL OTLG ETLO-
UEVEG YEVIEG OLPYALOAGYWY, TTNY TOTILKY Xowwvie, odd xot 6To gvpd xows. Axptpag yuU autd,
707 0Tt To TPLITEL XPOVLOL TNG AVATKRADYG ATLEXTNTO EVOL OPAUA YL TNV VATTAAWEY] KoL KLTCO-
XOUTAOTOGY] TOV opYinoD TEUEVOVS oL T1) Slapdpdwar s BEoms ot eTioxéPLuo apxotoloyixd
XOPO, O £VoL TPOTUTIO APYALOAOY LX) TIAPXO.

H €pevvo 070 AeGTOTIXG XL 1) TPAYHBTWGY] TOV OPARATOG YLa TNV avASELEy Tov Sev
B umopovaa vor Eexvicovy 0UTE Vor TPOXWPHOOVY XWPLE TOV ETLGTNHOVIXO TAAO Xoil TNV oX -
paty TpooTafeta OAwWY TwWY GUVEPYATEY KOV, TtO X&BE LepLd TOV XOTUOV: apXALOAGYOL, OpXL-
TEXTOVEG, GUVTNPYTEG, YEWAOYOL, TOTOYPAGOL, EPYATOTEXVITES, LOPUOPOTEXVITES XaL, VLKA,
AR 00 ENVvesy xat §eveoy eBehovtaw dortytam.

Aev TpéTeL vor ToPoheiPey vor avapEp® TNV AUEPLATY CUUTIOPAGTOCY XA EUTIPOXTY)
OTHPLEN TwV PocindTEPWY XOPNYWY oG IOV TLOTEYOY GTO OPAUA UAG YLot TOV OPYOLOAOYLXO
XWPO TOV AGTOTIXOD, NG X0t GAWY TWV VTLOCTNPLRTEY TOV EPYOV UK.

Avté o véo PLPMo Y To AeoTtoTIG EpxETaL AlYOUS UAVEG META TV OMOXAPWOT TNG
ATOXATAGTAONG TOV apxoixod Ktiplov A xat GUMTANPVEL la OElpd EXSOTEWY TIOV EXAVOLY
YYWaTOVG GTO EVPY XOWO TOVg Bnoavpols Tov AsaTotixod. To Tpwyto PiBio exd6bynxe amd To
Ymovpyeio Epmopixris Nowtidiog, Atyaiov xat Nnowwtierg IToAtixdg to 2009. AxohovBnooy
ot exddaetg Tov ISpvpatog I1. & A. Kavelomovhov To 2012 xot 2018, xat to BBiio Tov Avjuov
Avumapov To 2018.

H véo £xSoom avtavaxhd vtd SLupopeTind TPLOO TO UEPEXL XAL TNV QYATTY [LOG YLOt
owT6 ToV TOT0. H ouyypady| TOANGY ANUUETY, 1] 0pYEvwoT KEEVWY Xal GLTOYPadLLY XaL 1
OAY ETUOTNHOVIXY] ETUUENELX TOV TOUOV Yoy aTtd TNV apxatoAdyo Thia Ntaidd, Ty Lo atevy
1OV GUVEPYATLS O OLTEG TO 2001. ST A LUOTO GULUETEXOUY OLPRETOL GUVEPYATEG oG, OTtwg 1) Ade-
¢avdpa Ahegavdpidov, o Anuntpns Holatofddwpog, N Idbtygveia Aspévtn, o Tovitéluog Opeoti-
Ong xot 0 Ayyshog Mathalov.

Eumvevatég tov BifAiov eivat ot pidot Etprivn xat Nixdhog Aouds. H axéon tovg ue to
AeaTOTIRG HETPAEL TTOANNG XPOVLA, UE TAKTIXES ETULOXEPELG GTOY APXALOAOYIXE XWpo. MaMaTa,
oe plo oo avtég o Nidhag ematte xatahvTind poho oty TpooTtadeld pog va amotolyioovpe
OO UETOYEVEGTEPQ KTITUOTA XATIOLY UOPUAPLVOL QLPXLTEXTOVIXG UENY TOV PXiX0V VoD, Tar
oTtola XPNOLROTOACOUE UETE QIO TIOMG XPOVLY GTO EPYO TNG VaaTHAWENS. AdTpets TG ENG-
S0tg XOLL TWY YNV UG, TIPALYUATIXOL VTTOOTYPLXTES TOV ALPXULONOYIXOD £pYOV 0TO AEOTOTIXO,
TOVG EVXAPLOTL) ATLO KOPOLAS.

ITTANNOZX KOYPATIOX
AtevdvyTijs I CVITNUATIXIS AVaTKAPTC Kt TOV QVATTHAWTIXOY
mpoypdupuatos oty Féan Mdvtpa Asomotixod xat oto Totunvtijpt

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The excavation at the Mandra site on Despotiko has been a life’s work for me since 1996, when
I first visited the island. Back then, neither I nor my colleagues expected that under Petros
Marianos’ sheepfold we would find a large installation and one of the richest Archaic sanctu-
aries in the Cyclades.

The excavation and study of the archaeological material progress year after year
at a steady pace, continually revealing pleasant surprises about life at Mandra during the
Geometric, Archaic, and Classical periods. The commitment to safeguarding and promoting
the region’s archaeological heritage is, for the entire Despotiko team, a duty towards future
generations of archaeologists, the local community, and the general public. It is for this very
reason that, even from the earliest stages of excavation, I had a vision to restore the Archaic
temenos (sanctuary) and transform it into a publicly accessible archaeological area — a model
archaeological park.

The research on Despotiko and the realisation of this vision could neither have
begun nor advanced had it not been for the scientific zeal and tireless efforts of all my collab-
orators from all around the world: archaeologists, architects, conservators, geologists, survey
engineers, workmen, marble craftsmen, and, of course, a multitude of Greek and interna-
tional volunteer students.

I must not fail to acknowledge the unreserved and hands-on support of our main
sponsors, who believed in our vision for the archaeological site of Despotiko, as well as all our
project supporters.

This new book on Despotiko follows the completion of the restoration of the Archaic
Building A and complements a series of publications that introduced the treasures of Despot-
iko to the general public. The first book was published by the Ministry of Maritime Affairs, the
Aegean Sea and Insular Policy in 2009, followed by publications by the P. & A. Canellopoulos
Foundation in 2012 and 2018, and a book by the Municipality of Antiparos in 2018.

This new edition reflects our passion and love for this place from a different angle.
The writing of many texts, the organisation of texts and photographs, and the overall scien-
tific editing of the book were entrusted to the archaeologist Ilia Daifa, my closest collabora-
tor since 2001. Several of our colleagues contributed to the book’s texts, including Alexandra
Alexandridou, Dimitris Palaiothodoros, Iphigenia Leventi, Goulielmos Orestidis and Aggelos
Matthaiou.

I owe the inspiration for this book to my friends Irini and Nikolas Lemos. Their rela-
tionship with Despotiko spans many years, during which they frequently visited the archaeo-
logical site. In fact, on one of those visits, Nikolas played a catalytic role in our effort to detach
certain marble architectural members of the Archaic temple from later structures — elements
which we would use many years later in the restoration project.

Finally, as admirers of Greece and our islands, and true supporters of the archaeo-
logical work on Despotiko, I thank them from the bottom of my heart.

YANNOS KOURAYOS
Director of the systematic excavation and restoration project
on Despotiko and Tsimintiri
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IIPOAOTIKO EHMEIOMA

To vnowd Tov Atyatov amoteloty Tig Yrdides evdg povadikod uwoaixod Iotopiag kot ToMTL-
ouod. Mixpol T6ToL ue ueydAn onpacia, avamdoTaoto XoupLaTIe Tov Taperdovtos Tov téTov
nag. e aVTO TO PWOUIXO AVKEL X0 TO —oXATOIXYTO ONUEPU— AETTTOTIXG, OOV TIPWY ATTO
oxe00V 2.500 XPOVLX AxpaaE Evor aTtd Tor reyohiTepo ATpeVTInd xévtpa atig Kuxhddes, adre-
PWMEVO OTOV ATION.wvar.

Av xat 7 YTapin apxalothTwy ato Aeootiko, kot 81 atn Béon Mavtpa, htay yvwoth
oY épevva a6 TN GUYTOUY avaoxady oV eixe TPoUYRATOTOMAGEL eXEl 0 apyatohdyos Nixd-
hotog ZoubelpdTovhog TO 1959, HOMS T0 1996 eTtioxédbnxe Lavd ) Bom o apyotoAdyos tng ToTe
KA' Edopelag Ipoictopixwy ot Khaowoy Apxatotitwy (xot vov Edopelag Apxalotitwy
Kuxhadwy) Twdvvog Kovpdylog. O eVTOTIOROG apLTEXTOVIRMIY UEADY, TOLXWY Kol XEPOUELRTG
TVPOSHTNTE £X VEOU TO EVOLALDEPOY YLAL TLG ALPXALOTYTEG TOV AsoTOTINOD xott 087y TE TN Evarpén
UG aTtd TG ONUAVTIXOTEPEG TAE0Y CUOTNHATIREG avooxadés aTig Kuxhddes, vtd ) Sievbuvon
Tov I'dvvov Kovpdylov xat e TN GUUETOXY MEYBANG OMBOCG ETULTYUOVIXGIY GUVEPY ATV,

O Tohveteis avaoxadixés pevveg oty B2om Mdvtpa xat ot ynoida Totunvtipt, Tov
XOUTE TNV QPXUOTYTO ATOY EVOUEVT UE TO AEOTIOTIXG, OE GUVAPTNGY HE TN KEAETY TOV CLPXOLLOAO-
Y00 VAXOD, (oG EXOVY SWAEL TV SUVOLTOTNTA VO KOLTAVOY|TOVILE TAYPUIG TOV XULPOXTAPO LG ATCO
Tig TLo onpavtikes Beoetg Twy Kuxdadwy. H mpwiudtepn Gaom )¢ eyxatdataons, Tov aveyetat
atov 80 at. T.X., eixe ototxd xapoxtipa. OLSpuTés Tov OLKLaoD TpogpxovTay ortd Ty Ildpo.
H oxp ™5 xpovohoyeltat atov 60 at. T.X., 6taw yopw 6to 550 T.X., ue TV ToAN s [Idpov
vo TeouteL TpwTEVOVTO POAO, SLOLLOPDUVETAL LEYRAOTIPETIEG TEEVOG ADLEPWUEVO OTOY ATION WYL,
H Méwvtpa otadiaxd ovadetxvietal ot évo amd To ueyohbtepa Bpnoxeutind xevtpa g apxoi-
x1g TepLodov otig Kuxdddeg, adod o Tholitog kot 1 £xTaoT| TG Xatd Tov 60 ot. T.X. Wtopody vo
ovyxptfoly Lovo ue Tov Lepod Tov ATOMwYa ot ARLo. ATTE T TPLITOL XPpOVIaL TNG v xadg, To
XWYTO EVPNRATO —X L XVPLWG Ta oryyelo IOV Edepay ETLYPadES UE TO OVOUA TOV— Elxoy TLOTO-
TOMoEL ToV ATOMwYa w6 T AaTpevdiievn BedTnTor ToV aNUaVTIROD QUTOY LEPOY.

H £pevva 610 As0TOTING EXEL CUUTIANPWGEL MG Xl VaTREPEL TN YVWGT) KOG VLot TLG
KuxhdSeg g yewMeTpIxng ot apxaixhs emoxns. Adevds, pbe ato dwg Uio vEX YEWUETPIXY
X0l opYiRY OLXIOTIXY EYXATAOTAGT, Kol abETEPOV aToxaAIGONKE Evar dyvwoTo uéxpt TpOTL-
V0G ALTPEVTIXO XEVTPO abLEPWUEVO GTOV ATION.wV, TO 0TLol0 S AVOdEPETOL OE XOUPLE YVWOTH
apxaeion TNYY.

SHuepa, T0 COUTAEY O TwY YNotwy AsoTtotxd xat Tolunytypt amoteAel eva Talip-
Yoo, 6Tov 1 avbpwymivn Tapovala peTpdiel XMASES xpoviar, amd Ty Ilpwtoxvxhadiky Tepi-
060 £wg xatL ) ovyxpovy emtoxf. H evbovn pog, howmdy, Sev otapatdel oty avoorody kot )
Snpooievo. tox0s TG opadag o elvot 1 Stapxig TpooTacio TwY apXALOTATWY. ZTO TVEVUA
oUTO, ETCELTOL ALTIO TNV EXTIOVY|OY] TWY OTIALPOITYTEY UEAETV, TPOLYUATOTIOLEITOL CUGTNUOTIRA 1|
oUYTAPN N TV opxatiy XaTAOITIWY X0t ATt TO 2014 VAOTIOLEITAL TO TPOYPOUMUA TG AVALGTH-
Awang xat avaSELgy g TwY AXTPEVTIXWY XTIPIwy TOV apxaixoy TEREVOVS.

ATodtepog oxomdg OAwY nag elvot vo TpoatatevBel kot vo avadetyfel avtds o povo-
S xuxhaditiog TOTOG Xt vor Topadobel aTo gvpd xowd we éva {wvtavd vrtaifplo povoeio
omov dpvan, avBpwtog kot lotopio GupBLivoVY apuoviKd.

TIANNOSZ KOYPATIOS «IAIA NTAI®A

PREFATORY NOTE

The islands of the Aegean Sea are the tiles of a unique mosaic of history and culture: small
places with great significance, integral to our country’s past. This mosaic also includes the
now uninhabited Despotiko, where one of the largest cult centres in the Cyclades, dedicated
to Apollo, flourished almost 2,500 years ago.

Although the existence of antiquities on Despotiko, specifically at the site of Mandra,
was known to researchers from the brief excavation carried out there by the archaeologist
Nikolaos Zafeiropoulos in 1959, it was not until 1996 that the archaeologist Yannos Kourayos,
who at the time served in the former 21st Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities
(now Ephorate of Antiquities of the Cyclades), revisited the site. The discovery of architectural
members, walls, and pottery reignited interest in the antiquities of Despotiko, paving the way
for one of the most important systematic excavations in the Cyclades, under the direction of
Yannos Kourayos and with the participation of a large team of scientific collaborators.

Years of excavation at Mandra and on the islet of Tsimintiri, which in ancient times
was connected to Despotiko by a strip of land, an isthmus, along with the study of archae-
ological materials, have allowed us to fully understand the character and function of one of
the mostimportant sites in the Cyclades. In its earliest phase (8th century BC), the settlement
primarily served residential purposes. The founders of this settlement came from the island
of Paros. Its heyday dates to the 6th century BC, when around 550 BC, with the city of Paros
playing a leading role, a monumental temple dedicated to Apollo was constructed. Mandra
gradually emerged as one of the largest Cycladic religious centres of the Archaic period, its
wealth and size in the 6th century BC comparable only to the sanctuary of Apollo on Delos.
From the early years of the excavation, finds — mainly vessels bearing inscriptions with his
name — had confirmed Apollo as the deity worshipped at this important sanctuary.

Research on Despotiko has both enriched and overturned our knowledge of the
Cyclades during the Geometric and Archaic periods. On the one hand, a new Geometric and
Archaic settlement has come to light, and on the other, a previously unknown cult centre
dedicated to Apollo — absent from all known ancient sources — has been uncovered.

Today, the Despotiko and Tsimintiri islands are a palimpsest, where human pres-
ence dates back thousands of years, from the Early Cycladic period to the modern era. Our
responsibility, therefore, extends beyond excavation and publication. The goal of our team is
the ongoing protection of antiquities. In this context, after conducting the necessary studies,
the ancient remains are systematically conserved, and since 2014, a programme to restore and
showcase the religious buildings of the Archaic temenos has been underway.

Our ultimate goal is to safeguard and promote this unique Cycladic site, offering it to
the public as a living open-air museum, where nature, man, and history coexist in harmony.

YANNOS KOURAYOS -ILIA DAIFA
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OT1aANNOz KOYPATIOS omovdace apyatoloyia oto Ilavemiothuto s Phwpevtiog kot cuvty-
PNON oPYALOTHTWY GTY OO «Lo Sprone». AT6 T0 1985 £wg T0 2024 epydatnxe o YTovpyeio IToht-
Tiopo. v Edopelo Apxatothtwv Kuxdddwy vnpeétnoe we vevbuvog apxatohdyos yio Ty Ildpo
xat to Aeomotnd. Ipaypotonoinoe moldpBues cwotinés avaorades xot ovvéPare atny ovadt-
opyavwaon Tov Apxatoroyxod Movaoeiov atny IIdpo xat Ty avddelln Twy apyaloTATWY Tov. AT
70 1997 StevBivel T cvoTHRATIKY avaoxady 0To AeoToTRG xot TO TOUNVTAPL XL TO TPOYPAUUA
ATOXATATTOGNG Kol VASELENG TOV apXixoD Lepol Tov AToMwva. Exet Snpoacteboet mAv0og dpbpwy
Y 0 Agomotind, ™y Ildpo xot Tig Kuxhddes oe apxalohoytkovs TOUOUS X0t TTEPLOSIXG, EXEL CUMLME-
Taoxel oe ouveESpla oty ENGSa xat To §Tepind xaL ExXEL GUYYPOPEL TIEVTE o PYOLOAOYIXOVG 087 YOUG
yioe v Ildpo xat To AeaToTIxG.

HIa1a NTAi®A omoldace apyatoloyin ato [avemiothuto ABYvawy xal améxtyoe PETATTUXLOKO
Simhwpo oertd o Mavemothputo tov Sheffield, UK (2004). To 2022 éhafie To Sidaxtoptxd g SimAwpua
a6 to avemotiwo Oeooahing, ue bépa «Owapol Iepaw xot Iepa Owiopy. H Tepimtwon g
Mdvtpag oto Asomotind». ‘Exet emiPréder wg apxatohdyos owotinés avaoxades atig Edopeieg
Apyoothtwy g ATTierg kot Twy Kuxhddwy xat €xet epyaotel ata novaeio tov Iletpatd kot g
[Iépov. ATo 0 2001 elvat Paaikd HENOG TNG ETLATNUOVIXAG OUASNS TG CUOTNHUATIXAG AVaaXadhS
070 AeaTotnd, cvvuTevBuvn ne Tov Fidvvo Kovpdylo yLo Tig opxaloAoyIxég EpEVVES X0l GUYTOVIGTPLR
ToV TIPOYpaupotos eBehovtiv portntiv. Exel cupupetdoxet oe ToMd S1ebvy cuvedpula, Exet cuvdn-
noatevaet apbpo yia To AeamoTind xot Ty IIdpo ko éxet emipelnbel TévTe apxlohoykovs 081 yovs.

YANNOS Kouravos studied Archaeology at the University of Florence and Conservation of
Antiquities at the “Lo Sprone” School. From 1985 to 2024, he served in the Greek Ministry of Cul-
ture. At the Ephorate of Antiquities of the Cyclades, he was the supervising archaeologist for Paros
and Despotiko. He carried out numerous rescue excavations and contributed to the reorganisation
of the Archaeological Museum of Paros and the promotion of its antiquities. Since 1997, he has
been directing the systematic excavation on Despotiko and Tsimintiri, as well as the restoration
and enhancement programme of the Archaic sanctuary of Apollo. He has published numerous arti-
cles on Despotiko, Paros, and the Cyclades in archaeological volumes and journals, participated in
conferences in Greece and abroad, and authored five archaeological guides on Paros and Despotiko.

IL1A DaI1ra studied Archaeology at the University of Athens and obtained a Master’s degree from
the University of Sheffield, UK (2004). In 2022, she received her PhD from the University of Thes-
saly, with a dissertation entitled “Settlements in Sanctuaries and Sanctuaries in Settlements: The
Case of Mandra Site on Despotiko Island”. She has supervised rescue excavations as an archaeolo-
gist for the Ephorates of Antiquities of Attica and the Cyclades and has worked at the museums of
Piraeus and Paros. Since 2001, she has been a core member of the scientific team conducting the
systematic excavation on Despotiko, where she is co-responsible — together with Yannos Kourayos
— for the archaeological research and coordinates the student volunteer programme. She has par-
ticipated in numerous international conferences, co-authored articles on Despotiko and Paros,
and edited five archaeological guides.

AEXITIOTIKO
POQTOTPASIEE

DESPOTIKO
PHOTOGRAPHS
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TO NHXI « THE ISLAND

To Aeomotixd Pploxetal utod voutikod ikt Sutind g axThg ToV
Aylov Tewpylov g Avtimdpov xat Tepimov Sexatplo vouTikd
uidte votiodvtixd g Haporxiag Mdpov. Evtdooetal yewypa-
KB KoL LOTOPIKG GTO AEYOUEVO «TLAPLOVO OPYLTLEAXYOG», GTO
*x€vTpo Twv KuxddSwv, €va oOumAeypo yMoLwy yopw oamd Ty
o Tov TepthapfBavel Ty Avtittopo, to AsaTtotixd, to Totun-
VTApL, TO ZTPOYYVAS, Tov Sdhayxo, to [latepovioia, To Pevpa-
TOVAOL oL &MAEG Lxpotepes vnoides. H pnopdoloylo tov Aeomo-
oY elval xapoxTnpLoTiey yior évor xuxhadoviot: Bpoxwdelg
dyoveg emubaveles xot Alyo evdopo TAaTwUaTe, opretol Prrol
AodoL 0TNY eVEoXWPNL, OLTIOXPY VY OXTOYPAMUTY e AYEG oLpu®-
Setg Tapohieg xo xOATOVG, 0 UEYAAVTEPOG TwY OTolwY oXNUa-
tifeTon 0T voTLoL TAEVPE TOV YN oLoY, oty Béomn Apadt. Eto ynat
dutpryvouy xéSpot xat peldeg, yaidovpayrabo xot dAAY xounih
Braotnom, xou Mya cdpvpixie oty ovetolxy| axty. Ot xatol-
X TOV ¥TOTLOV Boox0D, XOVVEMA, TToVTiXla, EpTeTd kot Bohoa-
COTIOVALAL E(VELL OL LOVOL LOVLUOL XATOXOL TOV.

Despotiko lies half a nautical mile west of Agios Georgios on
Antiparos and approximately thirteen nautical miles southwest
of Parikia on Paros. Geographically and historically, it is part of
the so-called “Parian archipelago” in the centre of the Cyclades
— a cluster of islands around Paros that includes Antiparos,
Despotiko, Tsimintiri, Stroggilo, Saliagos, Pateronisia, Revma-
tonisi, and other smaller islets. The morphology of Despotiko is
typical of a Cycladic Island: rocky, barren surfaces interspersed
with a few fertile terraces, several high hills inland, and a
steep coastline with a few sandy beaches and bays, the largest
of which lies on the southern side of the island at Livadi. The
island is covered with junipers, thistles, and other low vegeta-
tion, with a few tamarisk trees along the eastern coast. Its only
permanent inhabitants are goats belonging to a local shepherd,
rabbits, mice, reptiles, and seabirds.
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O KOAITOX TOY AEXIIOTIKOY iiééAA
THE GULF OF DESPOTIKO

To vnat, e Guvoh, €xTaa 7.650 Y2, vatTOGOETOL OXESOY TaPAN-
Mo ue ™y axt) g AvTiTapou xat arotehel To Sutixd 6pLo evdg
OTEVOV VTTHVELOV XOATIO, TIOV TIPOTHEPEL Evar aTtd Tor ahaléaTepQL
oyxvpofoiia 6To xevTpLkd Atyalo xot Tpoatacia awd Tovg BopeLovg
avEROVS. 11 Bopeto TAEVPE TOV XOATTOV, v oida Totunvtipt, OTtws
dalvetal xou ot pwtoypadio, amexsl amd 10 AsaTOTIRG AN X0
aTtd Ty AvtiTopo Mydtepo amd 200 W. xat Stopopduvel éva gidog
Sumhod TtopBuoY, 0 0Tolog GUYSEEL TOV XOATO Ue TO ovokTo (Atyaio)
TéNoyos. Ot épevveg yio T petofold| g otdbung s Bddaooas, o
Bdbog Tev vepa yopw amd To Tounvtrpt xat 1 OTapEn XTOUATWY
oty uTtofahdoo Lo TEPLOXN XATASEXYVOVY GTL UEXPL KoL TV VOTEPY
apxodTTa Ta tpla ynote —Avtinapog, Tounytipt, Asomotind—
amotelovoay eviaia otepld. To uxpd ymaodxt Tonvtipt Hray to
TO OTEVO UEPOG TNG EVWANG AVAUETD OTYY AVTiTIotpo kot To AgaTo-
o —evag Lobuds.

The island, with a total area of 7,650 m?, runs almost parallel to the
coast of Antiparos and forms the western limit of a narrow, leeward
gulf that offers one of the safest anchorages in the central Aegean
and protection from the northern winds. On the northern side of
the gulf, the islet of Tsimintiri, as seen in the photograph, lies less
than 200 metres from both Despotiko and Antiparos, forming a
kind of double strait that connects the gulf with the open Aegean
Sea. Studies on sea-level change, the depth of the waters around
Tsimintiri, and the presence of submerged structures in the area
indicate that, until Late Antiquity, the three islands — Antiparos,
Tsimintiri, and Despotiko — formed a single landmass. The small
islet of Tsimintiri was the narrowest point of the connection
between Antiparos and Despotiko — an isthmus.

OESH MANTPA ZEAIAA @
THE SITE OF MANDRA

H 6¢0m Mavtpa Pploxetat ot Popetoovatolixy Thevpd Tov AeoTo-
TXOY, OTO TNGTWHOL LG MEYEANG Xepoovioov, oty Popeta elgodo
oV VTAvepoY xOATov. To dvoua g Beong odelletar ot pavtpo
Ty {wwy Tov Avamaptety [létpov Mapldvov Tov Asttovpyel oty
TEPLOXH oTt6 TOV 190 caver. H apyartohoytxyy anpaaio g 6€ong tow
YVOTH IO Ta TENY] TOV 190V oLLehver, oTtd piot TVOVTOWTY avadopd Tov
Ayyhov Ttepiynty Theodore Bent. Qot600, XpeELdOTNKE VoL TIEPATOVY
70 %ol TAEOV XPOVLeL, €006 TO 1959, MEXPL Vo TtparypatoTton Bl otyo-
Nuepn avaoxadxy épsvva oty Béon and tov apyatordyo NixoAoo
Zadepomovro. Tote ipbe 010 dwg TurAua xTipiov Tov 0 avaoxadéag
epprvevaE wg pupaixy owio, ato oolo elyay emavaxprotoTowmdel
OPXLTEXTOVIXG UEAN opxatixoD xTipiov. To 1985 ouddo apxLITéxTOVULY
amd to Iolvtexvelo Tov Movdyov Snuocievoay avtd o uély, to
omola amédwaony ot vatepoapxaixd oxodounue. To 2001 o T'dvvog
Kovpdylog g KA’ Edopeiog [Ipoiotopeaw kot Khaotkoy Apxooty-
v (vov Ebopeia Apxootitey Kuxhddwy) Eexlvnoe ) cuotuotid
Stepebynom g B2omg Tov elxe wg amoTédeouo THY ooxaAVPY) £vEg
OO TOVG GNUOVTIROTEPOVG APXALOAOYIRODG XWPOUG Tewy KuxAdSev.

The site of Mandra is located on the northeastern side of Despo-
tiko, on the terrace of a large peninsula, at the northern entrance
to the leeward gulf. The site derives its name from the animal pen
(mandra) that has been in use in the area since the 19th century and
today is run by Petros Marianos from Antiparos. The archaeologi-
cal significance of the site has been known since the late 19th cen-
tury, from a brief reference by the English traveller Theodore Bent.
However, more than seventy years passed before a short-term exca-
vation was carried out there in 1959 by the archaeologist Nikolaos
Zafeiropoulos. The work uncovered part of a building, interpreted by
the excavator as a Roman house, for the contruction of which archi-
tectural members from an Archaic structure had been used. In 1985,
a team of architects from the Technical University of Munich pub-
lished these members, attributing them to a Late Archaic building.
In 2001, Yannos Kourayos of the 21st Ephorate of Prehistoric and
Classical Antiquities (now Ephorate of Antiquities of the Cyclades)
began a systematic investigation at Mandra, leading to the discovery
of one of the most important archaeological sites in the Cyclades.

TO XPONIKO THX ANAYXKAPHX
THE CHRONICLE OF THE EXCAVATION

SEAIAA
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To TpwTor xpOVIa TG €peuvag (1997—2000) oL avaoxadés elyoy
OWOTIXO XAPAXTAPO KL ETUXEVTPWONKAY GTNY TEPLOXH SVTIXA TYG
atavng tov Booxod, OTov Aray pepxwg opatol xamotot totxot. H
amoxdAvn Tov xTiplov Tov eixe evtomioet o NixdAoog Zadelpdmon-
Aog gapavto xpovia vwpitepa, xafwg xot TOMGOY APYITEXTOVIKGY
uehay xat Bpavoudtwy xepopexis, £5wae To Evavoue Yo vor ext-
VY OEL TO 2001 1) GVOTNUATIY VO TR TOV XWPOV.

A6y TNG EXTOONG TWY ALPXLTEXTOVIRGIY XA THAOITIWY XL TNG VA -
YXNG Yl ETEXTAON TNG AVAOKODNS, TO 2002 YXPEUITTNXE 1| GTAVY
Tov Pooxol ot UETodEPONKE UOXPLE OTIO TOV AVOTKATTOMEVO
X0po. e Ghovg Tovg Toixovs T Bpebnxay evowunatwuéva apyaio
Hapuape heNY, axopa xat Bpadouato apxaixwy yAUTTRY xot
uoppapwwy Bacewy, tor omolo 8etéay Twg To XU TG Mdvtpog
xpVPet omovdaio puoTixd.

Yoy g avaoxadixhs EPEVVag OA ToL XPOVLL OO TNV EVopEn
¢ elvar ot avBpwmol s, xat xvplwg ot eBehovtés portntés amod
ToveTiotiute s EMddag xat tov ebwrepikov. Xapn otov eTi-
aNUOVIXO PANO XL TO PEPAXL OAWY TV KEAWY TG OUASHG EXOVY
¢pBeL oo dwg ot Bomn Mavtpa 23 xtiplar, §Y0 ueydho xTipLaxd
OVYXPOTARATA, EVOIG XKURMXOG TTOPYOS, VTN SEEXUEVLY Kot SVO
Tyddie, evay oo Totunytrpt Tpla xTiplaxd cuyxpoThprata xat dVo
KVAMKEG XOUTUTKEVES.

During the early years of research (1997-2000), rescue excavations
focused on the area west of the shepherd’s sheepfold, where sec-
tions of walls were partially visible. The uncovering of the building
that Nikolaos Zafeiropoulos had identified forty years earlier, along
with numerous architectural members and pottery fragments, led
to the launch of systematic excavations at the site in 2001.

Due to the extent of the architectural remains and the need to
expand the excavation, the shepherd’s sheepfold was demolished
in 2002 and moved away from the excavation site. Ancient marble
members, including fragments of archaic sculptures and marble
bases, were found embedded into the sheepfold’s walls, indicating
that the soil of Mandra holds remarkable archaeological riches.

Since the very beginning, the heart and soul of the excavation
research have been its people — particularly the volunteer students
from universities in Greece and abroad. Thanks to the scientific zeal
and passion of all the team members, 23 buildings, two large build-
ing complexes, a circular tower, a system of cisterns and two wells
have been uncovered at the site of Mandra, while on Tsimintiri, an
additional three building complexes and two circular structures
have been brought to light.
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H ETKATASTASH ETH MANTPA
THE SETTLEMENT AT MANDRA

To TpwipdTepa (xvn xotolxnong oto Aeomotixd xot t0 Tounvtrpt
oavdyovtal oty TpwTtoxvxAadxy Teplodo. TN voTio TAEVPE TOV
Aeomotixod €xovwy avaoxadel SVo vexpotadein, evwy ato Toun-
VTAPL EXEL EVIOTILOTEL Evar Uixpd TPWTOoXVRAASIXO vEXpOTade(o, e
O TPOodATY amoxd vy To 2024 exel évay aohMNTO Tddo g
Ipwtoxvxhadikrs I Teptodov. H embpevn yvwoty dpdan xotoixn-
OYG XPOVOAOYEITAL OTY YEWMETPIXY] ETTOXH, OTaw 18pvetat oty Béon
Mdvtpo Tov 80 at. T.X. OIXIOTIXY EYXATAOTAOY UE XWPO AaTpElag,
Thovétata amd xatoixovg g yertovixig Ildpov. O owiouog avo-
TTVGOETOL OTASIKA XATE TOV 70 kot Tov 60 at. T.X., Eve) Adyw
™5 oTPATYY XS BE0MG TOV TAVW GTOY VTTAVEUO XOATO TIPOGEAKVEL
tafidwteg amd Sidpopa uepy s Meooyeiov. Te avTdV TOV OIXITUG
1SpoeTaL OTOL METK TOV 60V at. T.X. UVYUELNKO TEUEVOS ADLEPWUEVO
ooV ATOMwva ToV Yywpllel anuavtiny axuy yla Tepimov §0o ow-
vEG Ewg T L€ TOV 40V at. T.X.

To Téuevog xat Ta xTipla g eyxataotaong mov oxeti{ovay
dueca ue auTO AEITOVPYOVY g XL TNV EMVVIOTIXY Ttepiodo. Av kot
OTOUG ETOUEVOVG QUWVEG ATOVEL GLYd OLYS O AXTPEVTIRGG XOPOXTH-
pag TNG EYXATATTACYS, 1) Xatolxnon oty Beom ovveyiletal. Kotd )
puwuaixy Tepiodo Aertovpyel aTov (810 XWPO UxPOs OXITUOG e dwr
€0 TN TP Pulavtvy Tepiodo, Gtaw kot eyxatadeiteTot, Tov 70 L.
1.X. To Asomtotind, axorovBovtag Ty ToxN TG AVTLTAPOY, TEPYaEL
ot Swatodoato twv Evetaw to 1207. To 1537, uadl pe T vtodoma
wota Twv KuxhdSwy, Teptépyetat oty Sixatodoaia Ty OBwuove.
Ta apxatohoyixd atotxeio yio Ty xato{xnom 1oV oLouod Ty Tepi-
080 g Evetoxportiog Sev eivar emapx. Qotéoo, 1 xotolxnaon Tov
Agomotikod emti OBwpavixig xvplopxlag TEXUNPLIVETOL OTIO XAPTES
TOV 160V QLWVOL TIOV OLTTELXOVI{OVY [iot UXPY| OXVPWMEVT) EYXATATTAON
Tévw oto yai, To omolo avarypddetat wg Sigilo. Qotdoo, o 1657
oVTOG 0 OXITPOG KATAOTPEGETAL OANOTYEPWG aTtd TdANOVG TIELPOLTES,
g AN ovtexdixnang yla Ty Tapddoay Tov [ahov Tetport Aavieh
oTI6 TOVG XATOXOVG TOV AEGTIOTIXOV GTOVG TovpXOUs.

'Extote T0 vnol eyxatahelmeTon 0ploTind koL 1o 1756 TePVAEL
oty xotoxf tov Muxowiaty Toptdn Mmdov xat tov Iapavod
Seométn Iétpov Mavpoyévn. Sruepa, T0 axotoixnto AeomoTind
tehel V6 xaBeaTdg amOMTHG TPOoTTAGiNg AGYwW TOV PuaIKOD XAA-
AOVG TOV X0t TOV QPYALOAOYIXKOY TOV TTAOVTOV.

SEAIAA
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The earliest traces of habitation on Despotiko and Tsimintiri
date back to the Early Cycladic period. Two cemeteries have been
excavated on the southern side of Despotiko, while a small Early
Cycladic cemetery has been identified on Tsimintiri. The most
recent discovery (2024) is an unplundered tomb from the Early
Cycladic I period. The next known phase of occupation dates to the
Geometric period, when a small settlement with a cult centre was
established at Mandra in the 8th century BC, most likely by inhab-
itants of neighbouring Paros. The settlement gradually developed
during the 7th and éth centuries BC, and, owning to its strategic
location on the leeward gulf, it attracted travellers from across the
Mediterranean. In the mid-6th century BC, a monumental sanc-
tuary dedicated to Apollo was established within the settlement,
which enjoyed a period of significant prosperity for approximately
two centuries, until the mid-4th century BC.

The temenos and the buildings of the settlement directly
related to it remained in use until the Hellenistic period. Although
the cult character of the settlement gradually faded in the fol-
lowing centuries, the site continued to be inhabited. During the
Roman period, a small settlement survived in the same area until
the early Byzantine period, when it was abandoned in the 7th cen-
tury AD. Despotiko, following the fate of Antiparos, came under
Venetian rule in 1207. In 1537, along with the rest of the Cycladic
Islands, it came under Ottoman rule. Archaeological evidence of
the settlement’s habitation during the Venetian period is insuffi-
cient. However, the settlement of Despotiko under Ottoman rule
is documented by 16th-century maps depicting a small fortified
settlement on the island, which is refered to as Sigilo. However, in
1657, this settlement was completely destroyed by French pirates,
asan act of retaliation for the surrender of the French pirate Daniel
to the Turks by the inhabitants of Despotiko.

The island was abandoned permanently thereafter and, in 1756,
came into the possession of the Mykonian George Baos and the
Parian landlord (despotis) Petros Mavrogenis. Today, Despotiko is
under strict protection thanks to its natural beauty and archaeo-
logical wealth.

H ANAAJAMOP®QOXH THX ©EZHXY KAI H ITEPIOAOE AKMHE
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REORGANISATION OF THE SITE AND ITS PERIOD OF FLOURISHING

H Suwipxeto {mfg g, 0 1O10R0pPOG XoPAXTAPAS TNG, N EXTAAY, 1
0PYAVWGT TNG X0l 0 TINOUTOG TV EVPNUATWY XaBlaToly TNV eyxa-
tdataoy oty Mavtpo 18idfovan TepimTwan aToy xuxhadiko XWPo.

Av xat 1 {wi ot B2om Eexivnoe tov 8o at. T.X., SV0 aLwveEs TPW
ot TV (SpYa TOV TEMEVOVS TOV ATTOMMWYA, KTIO AUTH TNV TPWILO-
TepN GAON TNG EYRATATTAONG EXOUY avooxkadel oA SVO amoaTa-
THOTIXWG SLTNPNUEVE OKOSOpAMaT. QOTO0O, 1| REYAAN TOGO-
TNTO XEPAUEIXNG, PKETE KETUMIXE ovTixeipueva kot Alyor etSAe
MOPTUPOVY OTL 7] £XTOGY] TOV YEWUETPIXOD OXIGHOD ATOY UEYOAD-
tepn. H tapovoio apxetow xyntwy supnudtwy xadug xat n xato-
oxeVy) NUXVRAXOD Propod Seixvouy 4Tl 0 owlouds avarTveaeTal
atadtaxda tov 70 at. T.X. [Ipog T0 TENOG TOV ALV Kol OTIG ALPXEG TOV
60V oL, T.X. TEXUNPLUIVETAL 1] avéyepan £§L vEwy xTIplwy, evay Alyo
TP ATLO ToL HEGO TOV 60V OL. TPV AKOUY).

Mpw oto 550 T.X. ovvteheltal pulixy avadiopydvwaor Tov
XOPOV, TOTOYPOPIKE Xal AELTOVPYLXE. TOV TVPAV TNG EYKATA-
aTaaYg IOPYETAL VEOG XWPOG AATPELNG, EVa TEUEVOG APLEPWUEVO GTOV
AmoMwva. Ta Tpobmdpyovta xtiptor avtipetwifovtal pe Stado-
petixd tpdmo: doo amd avtd Pploxovtal oe peyohdTtepn amdoTaon
OUTLO TO VEO TEUEVOG EVOWMUATWVOVTAL AELTOVPYIXE GTNY AvaASLOhop-
bwugvn eyxotdotooy, evw 6oa sival xovtd e ovty «Bdfovras
XOTW OO PEYOADITEPR KTLPLOXE CUYRPOTHMATA TOV EEVTIYPETOVY
xa\Tepa TIG VEEG AelTovpyleg TG eyxataoTaons ws «Sopudépov»
TOV TEUEVOVS.

T Ttpayty dopd StoxwpllovTol apyLtextovind Tor Gplor LlEpo
0L XOGUIXOD UECD OTNY EYRATAOTACY Kol OTAOLXE TO LEPO TOV
ATOM Vo avaSeVIETOL GE £VaL aTtO ToL TILO CYAVTIRG AXTPEVTIRG.
XEVTPOL Ty apxotiney KuxddSov.

The settlement at Mandra is a unique case in the Cycladic world
due to its longevity, distinctive character, scale, organisation, and
wealth of finds.

Although life at the site began in the 8th century BC - two
centuries before the establishment of the sanctuary of Apollo —
only two partially preserved buildings from this earliest phase of
occupation have been excavated. Nevertheless, the large quantity
of pottery, numerous metal objects, and a few figurines indicate
that the Geometric settlement was more extensive. The presence of
numerous movable finds, along with the construction of a semicir-
cular altar, suggest that the settlement developed gradually during
the 7th century BC. Towards the end of the century and the begin-
ning of the 6th century BC, six new buildings were constructed,
followed by three more shortly before the mid-éth century.

Around 550 BC, the site underwent a radical reorganisation,
both topographically and functionally. At the heart of the settle-
ment, a new place of worship was established — a sanctuary dedi-
cated to Apollo. The pre-existing buildings were treated differently
depending on their location: those situated farther from the new
temple were functionally incorporated into the redesigned settle-
ment, while those closer to it were “buried” beneath larger building
complexes that better served the settlement’s new role as a “satel-
lite” of the temenos.

For the first time, the boundaries between the sacred and
the secular were architecturally separated within the settlement,
and the sanctuary of Apollo gradually emerged as one of the most
important centres of worship in the Archaic Cyclades.
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KTIPIA KAI XYTKPOTHMATA
BUILDINGS AND COMPLEXES

Metd 10 550 T.X. 0TV EYXOTAOTACY OEOTOLEL OPYLTEXTOVIXG TO
TEUEVOG TOV ATTOM WYX, AVTO XEAVTITE EXTAON 2.250 W2 KL TO OPLO-
fetotoe teylouivos Tepifohog e Tpelg TOAEG. St SuTIKY TAEVPA
tov Séomolay 0 Nadg kot To Teletovpykd Eotiatoplo, 6o uécov
oV Bploxdtoy o Nuikuxkhxos Pwpds xat oty Pépsia Thevpd ToO
hotpevtiod xapaxtipo Ktiplo A. Téooepo axdpn xtipta —o E, t0
Svvdetxd, o I1 xat 1o Tetpdywvo ue to Aeydpuevo Aovtpé— Ppi-
OXOVTOY XOVTE OTO TEUEVOS, MG €50 amd awTd, ot elyay dueom
AELTOVPY XY OXEON ME TN AaTpEio.

Addopeg xkabnuepvés avdyxes Twy HENDY TNg EYXATAOTA-
ong (Sapovy), amobrxevon mpounbeiky, Tpoetotpasia boyntol,
bONoEN avTieluévoy, oTaBMOUOG {ey), oA XOlL TV ETILORETITEV
(oltiom, ayopd ayobov, Stapov) ebumnpetovoay o SV0 ueydho
XTIPLOKE CUYKPOTAUATA GTNY TIEPLOXY VOTLO TOV TEUEVOVS, TO NOTIO
xal T0 AVotohxo. Se Uxpy amooTaoy amd VT EXTEWOTOY £Vl
dpTioe opyovwuEVo cOOTRA SEERUEVLDV.

Se peyohitepy amoOTOCY U0 TOV ARTPEVTIRG TUPAVAL TNG EYXAL-
tdotaons Pploxoviay xtipla pe ootixy xprion (B, H, K, A, MN,
P, 3) ot £vag kuxAk6g TOpYos. SNy ETRPATELR TG EYXATATTOONS
ey xoL T TOADXWPQ XTIPLoKd cuyXpoThpate. oty vnotde Tot-
UYTApL, T oTolor Bplokovtay oA XOVTE OTNY oXTH KoL GTO VTIY-
VEUO GUOLHO ARAIL.

After 550 BC, the temenos of Apollo dominated the site as an impos-
ing structure. It covered an area of 2,250 m* and was enclosed by
a wall with three gates. On the west side stood the Temple and
the ceremonial Hestiatorion (banquet hall); in the centre was the
semicircular altar, and on the north side was the cult Building A.
Four additional buildings — E, the Connecting Building, Building
I1, and the Square Building (with the so-called Bathroom) — were
located nearby, but outside the sanctuary enclosure, and had a
direct functional relationship with worship.

Various daily needs of the settlement’s inhabitants — such as
storage of supplies, food preparation, storage of objects, and sta-
bling of animals — as well as the needs of visitors — accommoda-
tion, food, and purchase of goods — were served by the two large
building complexes located south of the temple, namely the South
and East. A short distance from these lay a well-planned system of
cisterns.

Further from the cultic core of the settlement were buildings
that served residential purposes (B, H, K, A, MN, P, £) and a cir-
cular tower. The spacious, multipartite building complexes on the
islet of Tsimintiri, situated very close to the coast and the leeward
natural harbour of Tsimintiri, also formed part of the settlement.

SEAIAA
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TO TEMENOZ TOY ATIOAAQNA
THE TEMENOS OF APOLLO

To Ttpwto xTiplo Tov amoxaAddbnxe oty Mdvtpo o To Aeyduevo
Kriplo A, emiunxes oodounpe, N xdtodpy tov omolov Sapeitat
ot 8vo avefdpmta TpApate, oto «Bopeto Turpo» kot to «Noto
Turpor. Tow apxotohoynd xal apLtextovid atotxelo To avédeltay
06 TN ONUOVTIXOTEPT ARTPEVTIXY| SoUY| TOV apaixoD Lepod, adov To
Bopeto Turua tavtiotnxe e Tov Nod xot to NOTLo e To TeleToup-
Yo Eotiatoplo.

H avéyepom vood pe 890 Swudtio kot Tpobdiapo xpovohoyeltat
YYpw ata 560/550 . X. Alyo apydtepa, aTo 540/530 . X. TpoaTtifetat
70 EoTiortoplo e tplor SwpdTior o TpooTwo, Eve yopw 0To 500/490
T.X. TPy HOTOTIOLE (Ta cvarkortoaxevy T Tpocoyng Tov Naoy.

H oapytexovixy popdyn tov owdrov Nad¢-Eotiatéplo eivar
e PANTIXOTEPY 0TS Tev vTTOAOLTTwY XTiplov. T TpeyTy dopd otny
gyxataotaoy xpnolporoiinxe 1o Tepidnuo xatdhevko Taplavd
HEPHOPO YLor TIG XLovoaTolyies Twy 8V0 X TIoPETWY, Tpoodidovtds
TOVG ueYohoTIpETEL Xt uympetaxdtTa. Ta 60 AaTpeVTIXd OLXo-
SOUNUATO [UE TG LOPUAPLVEG KLOVOGTOLX{EG XOLTOVY TIPOG TOV XOATO
oV Asomotixol xat elval opatd and xdbe ewoepyduevo TAolo,
TopdTL TEprdelovTo oo oxedoy TeTpdywvo TepiBolo, o omolog Ta
Staywpllet amd Gho T dMa xTipLa TG EYROTATTATNS.

Extég amo tov Naé-Eotiatoplo, to povadixd xtiplo Tov exet
dpeon TpooPaom oo Tépevos eivat To Ktiplo A. Ocodourfnxe oto '
TETOPTO TOV 60V ot T0.X. OE XY aToaTaay amo Tov Nod kot amote-
AelTot otd TPOOTWO HE TECTEPLS MOPUAPLYOVS XIOVES Kol Ve xVpiwg
Swuatio. H pvnuetaxi oapyttextovixy) tov, 1 8€am tov oo tépevos xat
oL EVPHUOLTOL VTTOSELKVDOUY TOV ANXTPEVTIXS XAPOKTHPCL TOV.

270 ®€vTpo TOV TEPEVOUS, axpLpws utpootd amd Tov Nad, Ppt-
oxoToY 0 NUIKVKAKOS Pwpds, aTov omoio tehotvtay ot Buaieg, o
X0£¢ xat oL TPoadopes TTPog T Tov Beod AmdMwvar. Tty vote-
poxhacixy Tepiodo ypovohoyeital v papudpvn eoxdpa g Bedg
Eotiag IoBuiog mov Bproxdtay axpifug ¢w amd tov Nad. H datpeia
¢ Bedg amavtdTat xau oty Mapo (wg Eotia AYpiog kot Bovhaia),
oM 1 emwvopio «IoBuio» oto tepé Tov ATONwve Tov AeaTIOTIKOD
elvat povadxy otig Kuxhades.
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The first building uncovered at Mandra was the so-called Build-
ing A, an elongated structure whose floor plan is divided into two
independent sections — the Northern and the Southern. Archae-
ological and architectural evidence have identified it as the most
important cult structure of the archaic sanctuary, as the Northern
Section corresponds to the Temple and the Southern to the cere-
monial Hestiatorion (banquet hall).

The construction of a temple, consisting of two rooms and a
vestibule, dates to around 560-550 BC. Shortly afterwards, in 540—
530 BC, the Hestiatorion — with three rooms and a prostoon — was
added, while around 500-490 BC the Temple fagade was rebuilt.

The architectural form of the Temple—Hestiatorion complex is
more imposing than that of the other buildings. For the first time
in the settlement, the renowned white Parian marble was used for
the colonnades of both structures, lending them a sense of gran-
deur and monumentality. The two cult buildings, with their marble
colonnades, face the Gulf of Despotiko and are visible to every ship
approaching the island, despite being enclosed within an almost
square precinct wall which sets them apart from the rest of the set-
tlement’s structures.

Apart from the Temple—Hestiatorion complex, the only build-
ing with direct access to the temenos is Building A. It was con-
structed in the third quarter of the 6th century BC, a short distance
from the Temple, and consists of a prostoon with four marble col-
umns and a main room. Its monumental architecture, its position
in the temenos, and the finds all indicate a cultic function.

In the centre of the temenos, directly in front of the Temple,
stood the semicircular altar, where sacrifices, libations, and offer-
ings were performed in honour of the god Apollo. The marble
hearth (eschara) of the goddess Hestia Isthmia, located just out-
side the Temple, dates to the Late Classical period. The worship of
the goddess is also attested on Paros (as Hestia Demios and Bou-
laia), but the epithet “Isthmia” for Hestia in the sanctuary of Apollo
on Despotiko is unique in the Cyclades.

TO 2YESTHMA TON AEEAMENQN
THE CISTERN SYSTEM

To 2020, OTLG VTTWPELEG TwY MOV VOTLOL TOV TEUEVOVSG, HOMLG Alya
METPa SVTIXG TNG OTAVNG TOV BOOXOY, 1 XPXAULONOYIXY| OXATEVY
£dbepe 0T0 dwg exTEVEG VOTN ML GUANNOYNS kot eTteEepyaaiag vO&TLY,
HOVOSIKO PéXPL OYMEPa OF XUXAASIXY EYXATATTAON TG apXoixig
TepLoddov.

H Sopn g 0Ang xotaoxevig Hrow WOaltepo LeAETUEVY) WOTE
T0 oVOTNUY V& AELTOVpYEl ME TOV ATOTENECUATIXOTEPD OVVATO
tpéTo. To vepd GUYReVTPLWYOTAY Gt xUXAXY Sekapevy Stapétpov
11 p. Adyw ™5 xAlong Tov Tubuéva t™)|¢, eldyioty TocdTrTa vEPOD
TOPEUEVE OTAGLLY], V) TO TAeovalov vTepxellle xal TepyavTog
atd évo Suatpnro Abo pe téooepig omég xatélnye oe evbdypopupo
aywyd wixovs 25 u. Exovtag vitootel pia Tpuyty Swinom, to vepd
MEoW TOV aywyovy gdtave oe Vo Sefauevés dhtpaplopatos, to
Aeydpeva Tpoldxxia, ot omolo ywdtaw 1 Sevtepn Sujbnon tov
vepov. To POPELOTEPO TPOMIXKLO ETUXOLYWYOVTE UE TNV XEVTPLXY
Sekopevi, amé v omoia avthodoay To vepd Tpog xpriom. Auty elxe
opBoycvia xdtopn ot elxe yvwplost TovAdxlotov SYo apyltextovt-
xég bdoelg xatd ™y apxonotta. H toryomotia g ftay Wiaitepa
toxvpn. Hoxd v8pavhind xoviaua VIOAEVROV XPUWUOTOG KANVTTE
6N TV eTLbAvELR TRV TOlYWY TNG, £V pe TO (810 xoviapua HTow eTL-
otpwpévos xat 0 T uévas s IIibavotata Aty oTeyaouévn, evi n
avdTnTe Topi{evons Tg vtohoyiletal oe 185-197 W vepod.

H xatooxevy twv Sekopeviy Tpemel v ovvdehel ue tmy eplodo
OXUNG TNG EYXATATTACYG TOV VOTEPO 60 XL 50 at. T.X., OTaw 1 eTL-
oxePlpdTTa Adyw TOv TEEVOVS ToV ATOMwva B ftow vnAd xat
OL ATAULTATELG OE VEPO MEYAAEG, OXL MOVO Lot TG AVAYXEG TWY XATOL-
X0V KO TWY ETUCKETTAY, oG xaL yla Ty Tpododoaio Tewv Tholwy
Tov B aeyxvpoPforodooy GTov VTTVEUO XOATO.
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In 2020, at the foot of the hills south of the temenos, just a few
metres west of the shepherd’s sheepfold, archaeological excava-
tions brought to light an extensive water collection and treatment
system, unique to date in a Cycladic settlement of the Archaic
period.

The entire structure was carefully designed so that the system
would operate as efficiently as possible. Water was collected in a
circular tank, 11 m in diameter. Due to the slope of its bottom, only
a minimal amount of water remained stagnant, while the excess
water overflowed and passed through the four holes of a perfo-
rated slab, reaching a 25 m-long linear conduit. After undergoing
initial filtration, the water flowed through the conduit into two fil-
tration tanks, known as prolakkia, where it underwent a second
filtration. The northernmost prolakkion communicated with the
central tank, from which water was drawn for use. The central tank
had a rectangular floor plan and had known at least two architec-
tural phases in ancient times. Its masonry was particularly robust.
Thick, off-white hydraulic mortar coated the entire surface of its
walls, and the same mortar lined its bottom. The tank was probably
roofed, and its storage capacity is estimated at 185-197 m? of water.

The construction of the cisterns should be associated with the
period of peak activity of the settlement in the late 6th and 5th
centuries BC, when visitation due to the sanctuary of Apollo would
have been high and the demand for water significant — not only for
the needs of the inhabitants and visitors, but also for supplying the
ships anchored in the leeward gulf.
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ETIANAXPHXH I'AYTIITON
SCULPTURE REUSE

Ta eplocdtepa Bpodopota Yty Ppébnxay oe emixhoels 1 wg
003X VMXS O Tolxous ®TLplw 1| SOV TNG EYRATATTATNS TNG
VOTEPNSG apXoLOTTaG Xot Ty MetaBulovtvey xpovewy. ANMwoTe,
1 EMOVAXPNOY YAVTITEY HToy opxeTd SLadeSOUEVT) TPAXTIXY TOV
aTOVTE XL 0 AN Lepd oTo Atyalo.

Qotéoo, aitepo evdradépoy Topovaldlel  TepitTwo teo-
OAPLY TUNUBATWY XOVPWY TIOV XPNOLUOTIOM BNxay wg xortwdAto: xot
ToPAOTASES O XTIPLAL TNG EYXATATTAONG EVOOW HTay O Aettovpylo
10 1gp6. 'Evag xopuos xodpov Ppébnxe oto Svvdetind Krtiplo xo
tpetg oto Tpanelivoymuo Kripto tov Notiov Suyxpotripatos. Kot
T 8Y0 xTiopato XPovohoyodvtol yhpw aTo 500/apxEs TOU 50V al.
T.X, ETOREVLG OL XOVPOL XPNOLLOTOWONKOY O qutd HOMG Alyes
Sexaetieg N xo xpovie uetd v avabear tovg oo tepd. Tovg éxovy
uéhiota adbotpebel Tppato xaL 1 emiddveld tovg Exel Sovhevtel pe
Belévt TpoxeLUEVOV VoL TPOCPUOTTOVY GTOV VED TOVG POAO.

Aev glvar axdpa cadés edv To TENOG TOV xDXAOV {wg Twy x0VpwY
TOV AEGTIOTIXOV XL O EVTOLYITMOS TOVG OE XTplor TG vaTEPOp)Qi-
x7g xal xhaowng Teptodov oxetifovtay pe ™ Aatpein 1 odeilo-
Tav oe aAovg avBpwmoyevels 1 puokods Tapayovteg. Ot Texviteg,
TAYTWG, TV avéAafoy T UETATPOTY TwY XOVPWY OE OLXOSOMUIXO
Ao Ba elxov emiyvwon g avabnuoaticig tovg aglog xotd ™)
OXOTUUY «METAWOPGWAY)» TOVG, 1 oTol evdexopEvns xovPatodae

anpovTed cupPolxd doptio.
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Most of the sculpture fragments were found in fills or embedded
as building material into the walls of buildings or structures dat-
ing to Late Antiquity and the post-Byzantine period. After all, the
reuse of sculptures was a fairly widespread practice, also attested
in other sanctuaries in the Aegean.

Of particular interest, however, is the case of four fragments of
kouroi that served as thresholds and jambs in some of the settle-
ment’s buildings while the sanctuary was still in use. One kouros
torso was found in the Connecting Building and three in the Trap-
ezoidal Building of the South Complex. Both buildings date to
around s500/early sth century BC. This indicates that the kouroi
were placed in them as building materials only a few decades — or
even years — after being dedicated to the sanctuary. In fact, sec-
tions of the statues were removed and their surfaces reworked
with a chisel to fit their new function.

It is not yet clear whether the end of the life cycle of the kouroi
of Despotiko and their incorporation into buildings of the late
Archaic and Classical periods were associated with worship or
resulted from other anthropogenic or natural factors. The crafts-
men who undertook the conversion of the kouroi into building
material would have been aware of their value as ex-votos during
this deliberate “transformation”, which may have carried signifi-
cant symbolic weight.

T'EQMETPIKA EIAQAIA
GEOMETRIC FIGURINES

Ta TpwipbTepa etdwtor omtd T MavTpo xpovoloyovTaL GTny TpmLUY
Emox tov Zidvpov xat tov 8o at. w.X. [Ipbdxettat yio Vo Pooetdy),
TEVTE TTTNVE, OAX OLTIOOTIROUOTIRG TLOPEVL, XaL Evor XeDAAL PLOLOD.
Amotehodoay Mo extetapuévns amdbeong mov Siepevvrfnxe ot
oVVEPTNON e To SVO TpwIRdTEPa —EwG ouepa— xTipla 670 AsoTo-
6, T Kriptoe O ot Z. T eldwdte Ppebnxoy pall ue peydhes mood-
TNTEG YEWUETPIXNG KO APXAUIXNG KEPAUELRNS, 0OTA {Wwwv, aANd ot
uepLeés Sexades MeToMIKG avTixelpevear.

Téc0o wg Tpog Tov aptbud Tovg oo %ot wg TPOG TNV Totxthin
T THTTWY Tov, elvat povadikd yla Tig Kuxhddeg g yewpretpiig
TepLtodov, xabug T yyvwota mopadelypata améd diho otk elvot
ToAD Abyor. Tow Ao {dor Bor Tepemet vor ematloy xdmoto poro otig
NoTPEUTIREG SPAOTNPLOTYTES TTOV TEAOVVTAY OTNY EYXATATTACY TV
TPWLLOY LOTOPLKLY XPOVLY, TilBovdtata we avabiuata, av xol Sev
elvol oadg v 6UvSeaT| TOVG e oVYXEXPLUEYT BebdTnTaL.

Extdg g omotag ovuPolxrs tovg aklag, Tov oxetiletal ue
N xo T Yooy, To {oa ov emihexBnxoy vo avamapoatofody
og TINAG awxovy 0Ty Ttav{da Tov AEGTIOTIXOY, OTITEG VTIOUVATELS
TOV MOLWTXOV TEPLpAANOVTOS, CANG: xoL Twy GYETEWY Ty avbped-
Ty pe Ta {wot.
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The earliest figurines from Mandra date to the Early Iron Age
and the 8th century BC: two cattle, five birds - all preserved in
fragments — and a snake’s head. These figurines were part of an
extensive deposit investigated in conjunction with the two earliest
buildings on Despotiko known to date, Buildings O and =. They
were found alongside large quantities of Geometric and Archaic
pottery, animal bones, and several dozen metal objects.

Both in terms of their number and the variety of types, these
figurines are unique in the Cyclades of the Geometric period, as
there are very few known examples from other islands. The clay
animals must have played some role in the cult activities performed
at the site in early historical times, most likely as votive offerings,
although their association with a specific deity remains dubious.

Beyond any symbolic function related to the earth and fertility,
the animals represented in clay belong to the fauna of Despotiko,
serving as tangible reminders of the island’s environment and of

the relationship between humans and animals.
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AATAAATKO EIAQAIO (ITITIINA)
DAEDALIC-STYLE FIGURINE (PIPINA)

To amooTaopatid Slatnpyévo etdwAto Soudahiklg TexvoTpoTTiog
amé ™y anobeor Tov Awupatiov Al Tov apyeixod vaod sivatl uova-
SK6 AVAUETD OTA EVPHUATO TG VoK ad|S. SeTot To xebAAL xor
TO UEPOG TOV XOPHOV TNG HOPDHG OUTLO TN MEDT] XL TLAVL, GUVONXOD
VPovs 0,25 1. To eldwlio B édtave oe Vpog T 0,50 . Xpovoloyel-
ToL 070 675-650 T.X.

H popd mapiotatot 6pbla pe Tpotetapévo o aplatepd XEpL.
Dopd T e KOVTE UaviXI SLUKOCUNUEVO WUE YEWMUETPLKA
potifo. Txvn potifov pe omelpeg otov aplatepd Ppoxiova iows vro-
SNAovouy Ty VTopgn TETAOY. Agv vTTdpxeL g VTTOSHAWGOY TOV
otifovs. To xeddht emiotédetat ue TOMo. To TPOOWTO TNG LOPDHS
XOLY RORPLE XOUT), IOV oTtoSISeToll TAGTING ot e EexaBapr yew-
netpio, éxovy TOMG xapaxtplotixd yvwplopota g datdalxig
texvotpoTiog. To xdtw pépog s popdns ftay mbovétato xvly-
SpLKo, XATUTKREVOGUEVO OE TPOXO.

To eldwMo elvol GeTo ETNPERTUEVD OTO TNV TCOPLOVY LYYELO-
ypodlo Tov 70v at. T.X., amotehevtag ReTodopd Ty Hopdwy TS OE
tplodidotory exdoxy. O Haplavol xepapeis, cvvduddovrag Tov Tpoxd
Xol TO TGO, SNuLoVpYNooY £va oMY taitepo xatl Hovadikd
TéXVEPYO, T 0Tol0 avTavaxhd T Snutovpye) epyacio Twv Toplo-
VY EPYATTNPIWY oyYELOTARGTIXAG TOV ot 4LoY TOV 70V at. T.X.

H e0peom tov Sadohxod eldwhiov otov amobétn tov apyaixod
vaod to ovvdiel apprxta e T Aatpeto. To péyebog, v otdon g
Hopdrs kot Ta TePlTEXVOL XOPARTYPLOTIXG TOV Selyvouy dTt Bor umo-
polOE VoL TOVTIOTE! e TPWLLO AATPEVTIXG ELGWALO YLoL TO LEPO TLOV
TPOVTPXE TOV opXiXOD.
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The partially preserved Daedalic-style figurine from the deposit of
Room A1 of the Archaic temple is unique among the finds of the
excavation. The head and upper part of the torso, from the waist
up, have been preserved, with a total height of 0.25 m; the figurine’s
original height is estimated at 0.50 m. It dates to 675-650 BC.

The figure is depicted standing, with the left arm outstretched.
It wears a short-sleeved chiton decorated with geometric motifs.
Traces of a spiral pattern on the left arm may indicate the presence
of a peplos. There is no clear indication of the chest. The head is
crowned with a polos. The face and long hair, rendered with plas-
ticity and geometric precision, display many characteristic fea-
tures of the Daedalic style. The lower part was probably cylindrical
and made on a potter’s wheel.

The figurine is directly influenced by Parian vase painting of
the 7th century BC, translating its forms into a three-dimensional
version. Parian potters, combining the wheel and hand modelling,
created a highly distinctive and unique artefact that reflects the
creative processes of Parian pottery workshops in the first half of
the 7th century BC.

The placement of the Daedalic figurine within the deposit of
the Archaic temple connects it inextricably to worship. Its size,
posture, and elaborate features suggest that it may have been an
early votive object dedicated to the sanctuary that predated the
Archaic one.

XOPOZ KAI AATPEIA XTHN ITPQIMH MANTPA

DANCE AND WORSHIP IN THE EARLY SETTLEMENT OF MANDRA

Katd tov 70 ave T.X., To eTIXEVTPO NG AaTpelag oY TPWLUN
EYROTAOTAON HTOW O NKUXAROG Bouds. Ta evpripato VoS-
ovv ) hartpela yovauxeiog Bedtnrag §0n améd ™) yewuetpixy Tepl-
000, evay oL eTtypadirés paptupies emiBePoivovy v eyxabidpuon
g Aatpelag Tov AToMwva oto B’ uiod tov 70v atwve T.X. Avé-
MECQ GTOL TILO OVTITIPOCWTEVTIXG avTixelneva Tov axetilovTal ue
TUG TIPLYEG TELETOVPYLEG Elval TO ELSWALO HE Tot «Ootdohxd» xapo-
XTNPLOTIRE, VO «pnAtoxd» Tvaxia, xabug xat ayyelo egotpetinig
XONMTEXVIRNG TOLOTNTAG, OTIWG TO AOVTAPLO TOV aTtelkoVileL TTOUTY
TOAEMLOTAY Xt (TTTTeyy, epumvevapévn ord Tov Tpwikd Koxdo.

Qot600, N O AT HapTVPlo YLa TIG NLTPEVTIREG TPAKXTIRES
oV 70V oo elvat Eva Bpadope avayludov Ttifov ue Topdotaom
xopov: amexovifovtal Tpelg yuvaixes otpapuéves mpog ta Sedid,
VTUPEVES e parkpD EVOUPA kot ue PNAG TIONO 0T0 xeDAAL, £Viy poalve-
TOL VO XPATLOVYTAUL LETOED TOVG e XATIOLO avTixelpevo 1) Ddaoua.

310 AsoTtoTIG TOV 70V atLwver T.X., apreTEG Sexaetieg Tp omd
TNV XOTAOXEVY TOV Pvnpelaxod vaod, N hotpela Tov ATtoMwve doi-
veTal Twg elxe amoxThoet xevtpixy B2am. Tov 826 Tov dwtds xat g
MOVOLXG TOY TLROVOQY UE AAUTIPES TENETEG 0TY AjAO —OTIG XaTaL-
ypddetor atoy Ounpxd Yuvo ttpog tov ATdMwve: (Ttep. 700 TT.X.)—
OV e favoy DUvovs, xopols kot aytves. Elvot ebhoyo vow vTto-
tefel dTL TapdpoLe Spwpever TELOVYTAY Xl 0TO ASGTOTIRG KoL TIWG
ot amexovi{dpeves atov Tifo popdis amodidovy veapés yuvaireg
TOV EXTENODY TELETOVPYLXO XOPO YVpw ot Tov Prpd. H evduuaoio
ToVg xat oL PrAol TOoL vTToy papuilovy ToV BpNoXEVTIRG XapoXTHpo:
™mg oxnvrg xat Thovdg Tov onuaivovte pOAO TV YUVOLKWY OTLS
NotpevTinés TeleTovpyies.
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During the 7th century BC, the focal point of worship in the early
settlement was the semicircular altar. The findings point to the
worship of a female deity as early as the Geometric period, while
epigraphic evidence attests to the establishment of the cult of
Apollo in the second half of the 7th century BC. Among the most
representative objects associated with early rituals are the figu-
rine in the “Daedalic” style, two “Melian” plates, as well as vessels of
exceptional artistry, such as the louterion depicting a procession of
warriors and horses, inspired by the Trojan Cycle.

However, the most tangible evidence of 7th-century worship
practices is a fragment of a relief pithos depicting a dance: three
women are shown facing right, dressed in long garments and
wearing a high polos as a headdress, seemingly holding on to one
another with an unidentified object or a piece of cloth.

In 7th-century BC Despotiko — several decades before the con-
struction of the monumental temple — the worship of Apollo ap-
pears to have taken centre stage. The god of light and music was
honoured with splendid ceremonies on Delos, as recorded in the
Homeric Hymn to Apollo (circa 700 BC), which included hymns,
dances, and competitions. It is reasonable to assume that similar
rituals also took place on Despotiko and that the figures depicted
on the pithos represent young women performing a ritual dance
around the altar. Their attire and high poloi underscore the reli-

gious nature of the scene and likely denote the significant role of
women in worship practices.
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ETIITPADES « INSCRIPTIONS

Ao Tig avaoxadés xat Tig Epevveg oy Béom éxovy £pbet oo hwg TUuA-
uato ayyetov (dotpaxa), Tepl o TPLAXOCLA, UE CUVTOUOTATEG ETILYPOL-
bEG, YPATITES (TP QT TNV OTITYO7] TOV ayyElov), XOUTa KOOV UE EPV-
0pb xpodpa, xat eyxapoxtes (LeTd T OTTnam). Evbig ue v ebpeom
TV TIPWTWY EVETYpodwy 00TPAXWY ovaryvwplatnxe 1 AaTpevduen
o710 tepd BedtnTaL, 0 ATtOMY, SLETLTTOMNG oV TIATPLIG 1 ENMLTILG TO
ovopd Tov. T CUVTOpOL VTE XELUEVOL VY LOVEVOLY TO aLEPLLL (Avd-
Mue) ot hotpevopevn Bedtnro. O avalbnuatixés emypadés oty
TP HopdY| ToVg cuviaTavtat amd To dvoua Tov oavafitn, To prua
(GvEéInxe), To dvopa Tng BedtnTog ot TTHOY SoTiey, XL, GYL AToPOLTY -
TG, TO ADLEPLIVOUEVO QVTIXELUEVO 1) VT ouTOD T SEtKTIXY ovTwvupio
(Te.x. T60€) xou TN AéEn iepdv, S1oTL To avdBnpar Hrow TAEOY XTHM TNG
BedtnTag. Svxva avoypddetal 1ovov To Gvopa Tov Beol, oty SoTx
™) YEVIXN, X0 OTCOVLOTEPXL [LOVO TO GYORL TOV avaBETov.

SNy TAELOVOTNTE TOVG oL Tty padEg elvan eNMTels, SLoTL adfovtan
HOVO TRAMOTe T aryyelay, pepixés dopés ovyxoMmueve. Idwitepn
xaTyopla GuVIoTOVY exelveg OTOV TO Gvopo Tov Beov eudavifetol
oVVTOpOYpadUEVD: avarypdidovTal ovoy T OV0 7 Ta Tplot apxikd
ypdupoto, Al 4 ATTIOMwvos 7 -Mawt), evey dAote ta SY0 apxixd
YpdupaTo ypadovtat wg cvutiAnue. Tpomtés emiypades pubpod
XPWRATOG UE TO GVopa ToV D200 aE Yeviny, YPOUUEVES 0T ECLITEPIXE
TOLYOOMOTO MEYEALY avolkTew oyyelw, dnhcvovy Tbavag oTL Tat
oyyela avrxay oTo Lepo.

Abloonpelwta elvor tpla dotpaxe ayyelov tov 70v at. T.X.,
XOOUNMUEVOV UE TIAPAOTAOY, TOAEOTEY: Sihet aTo xeddhL SV0 ex
TV TTOAERLOTEY TROZ0VTaL ENLTIEG T OVOMOT Ty OUYpLecdy Npeesy
Mevedov xat Ehevéhov.

E)dyioto evemiypado avobipota, uopudpwe xot MeTalxd,
£xovv Ppebet, xat avtd eNumy. Ty Aatpele 010 AsoTOTING oG oxOun
Beotntas, g ‘Eotiag Toduing, paptupel evemiypado apxitextovind
uéog eaxdpag Tov 30V at. T.X.

O emypades el 0GTPAXWY XPOVOAOYOVVTAL OO Tt TENT) TOV 8OV
£wg xot tov 50 at. T.X. H ypady elvot ) Taploxy T apyaixe xpo-
Ve, oTY 0Tole, £V AV TIHEGEL TIPOG TIG TOTUXEG aLPXOLikEG YpordEg Ghheoy
TLEPLOYWY, TO YPARMe O XPNOLMOTOLELTOL YLt Vet SNADTEL TOV Mo PO
d06yy0 wugyo, evay to ypapuua Q y tov Ppaxd $Bdyyo duxpov kot
™ v600 SidBoyyo ov. (O 6pog Tomixés apyaixés ypapés Snhuvel Tig xatd:
TOTOVG TIoPoYEG GTO OYAUA KEPLXWY YPORMUATWY TOV ENLXOD
odapritov Tov epdavifovo oo To SevTEPO HIULOL TOV 8OV (L. UEXPL
o TEAY] ToV 500 ot 1. X.) ATtO Tig eTtLy podbég Tov tepod yivovto yyvwotd
X0t oVOpaTo avafetayy, HeTagd Ty oTolwy xat aowvifn (Apynuédng,
Havrdéevos, Srjpapfos).
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Excavations and research at the site have brought to light approxi-
mately three hundred fragments (ostraka) of pottery vessels bearing
brief inscriptions, typically inscribed in red paint before firing, or, in
some cases, engraved after firing. The firstinscribed fragments imme-
diately revealed the identity of the deity worshipped at the sanctuary
- Apollo - since many preserve his name, either fully or partially. These
short texts record the dedication (anathema) to the deity. Inscriptions
of this type — known as votive inscriptions - typically consist, in their
complete form, of the name of the dedicator, the verb (anethéke), the
name of the deity in the dative case, and, optionally, the object offered
or, in its place, the demonstrative pronoun (e.g., tode) and the word
tepov (hieron | sacred), since the offering became the property of the
deity. Often, only the name of the god appears, in the dative or geni-
tive case, and more rarely, only the name of the dedicator.

Most of the inscriptions are incomplete, as only fragments
(sometimes reassembled) of the vessels have survived. A special
category comprises those inscriptions, in which the name of the
god appears abbreviated: only the first two or three letters are
written, e.g., AP or APO (-llonos or -lloni), while in other cases the
first two letters are combined into a ligature. Red-painted inscrip-
tions with the name of the god in the genitive case, written on the
inner walls of large open vessels, possibly indicate that the vessels
belonged to the sanctuary.

Noteworthy are three fragments of a 7th-century BC vessel with
depictions of warriors; next to the head of two of them, the names of
the Homeric heroes Menelaus and Sthenelus are partially preserved.

Very few inscribed votive offerings, made of marble and metal,
have also been found, though these, too, are in fragments. The
worship of another deity on Despotiko, Hestia Isthmia, is attested
by an inscribed architectural member of an eschara dating to the
3rd century BC.

The inscriptions on vessel fragments date from the late 8th to the
sth century BC. They are written in the Parian script of the Archaic
period, in which, unlike the local Archaic scripts of other regions,
the letter O denotes the long vowel omega (w), while the letter Q rep-
resents the short vowel omicron (0) and the pseudo-diphthong ov.
(The term “local Archaic scripts” refers to regional differences and
variations in the shapes of certain letters of the Greek alphabet that
appear from the second half of the 8th century BC to the end of the
sth century BC.) Inscriptions of the sanctuary also reveal the names
of the dedicators, including some unusual ones, such as Archémedes,
Pantaxenos, and Serambus.

ATIO©EZH NAQOY « TEMPLE DEPOSIT

To 2001, xatw atd To danedo Tov Awpatiov Al Tov apxaixod vaod,
HpBe 670 P TO ueYaAITEPO GVVOLO EVPNUATWY TOV ExEL avaraxadel
ot Oéon uéxpt ovjuepo. Mlepthaufove Teplocdtepa amd 650 avtl-
xelueve, T oTolo XXADTITOUY €ver EVpY XPOVOAOY LX) bAapo aTtd ToY
V0tePO 80 £ TO B’ Utad Tov 60v at. T.X. H cuvtpimtiny Thelovs-
TNT& TOVG XPOvoAoyEelTaL aToV 70 Xal 6TO &' Wiad Tov 60V at. T.X.

Bpébnxoav mowilol ool ayysiwy and Siddopes TepLloxEs ™S
Meooyelov, 6mws xvxdadixol oxvdol, Tawiwtés dLahes, Twaxia,
owoxoes, xpathpes xat aoxol, xopwhiaxés xotdhes, ahdPaotpa
xat apvPoddiot, lwdpopdo ayyelo, avBpwndpopdo Axvbio. Apxetd
Arow ta THMYe el yuvalkelnwy nopdoy, Ta THAWR TPOGL-
Telo xout {wopopda etdwhto amd epyaathpla s Mixpag Aclag kot
V0LV TOV Avatohx ol Atyaiov, To LEToMKE XpNoTed avTixe(pevo
attd xohko, oldnpo xat uoAvBdo (Moyxes, eyxetpidia, Eidm, Tehéxels),
OL XAAXIVES X0t ENEDOVTOTTEWVEG IOPTLES, TEXVEPY O ATLO bOoyEVTIAVY,
X&vTpes StadOpwy THTwWY Xat VAWV, odppaytdoibol amd nuimold-
Tipovs ABovg ot éva avyd otpovBoxaprrov. Eéxovoa Béon ato
OVVOMO EXEL TO TRAMA Saldadixod eldwAiov, Toplovis TPOENEVOYS,
Tov elxe toTobety Bl ue WSiaitepn dpovtida oo xuoL.

Ta meplocdtepa avtixelpevo ppebnxroay axépae. O Tpooextt-
%06 TPOTOG TOTOBETN GG TOVS Xatl | GUYYA TTLPOVGLa TV TEPLTTE-
TEPWY OLTIO VT GE VGTEPOYEWUETPLIKA KoL OLPYOLIX A LEPB TOV Atyatiov
HoPTUPOVY aEVOG Tr OROTILUY aTtOBETY TOVG Xl RPETEPOV TOV avoL-
Onpotind xopaxtipa tovg. Ed6oov 1 TAelovotnTd Tovg xpovoloyel-
TOLTCPLY ATTO TNV AVEYEPTY) TOV APXALIX0D YO0V, 1) XPHTY) TOUG (G oVoL-
Onudtey ovvdéetal e To TPWIRATEPO NATPEVTIKG OLXOSOUNUA TNG
gyxotaotaoys. Auto Sev éxet avayvwplotel pe Pepatdtnro. Tows vor
Arow to Ktipto =, mdvw ard 1o omolo aveyéphn o vads. BéBato eivat
Opwg OTL 1 adBeom Ty okl avolbnudTwy VTToSeKVVEL TN CUVEL-
St eTBupic yioe T ouvéxLom TG Aatpelag GTOY XWPO héTe aTtd TN
SadpvAagy Twy TahotdTEPLY avafnudTwy.
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In 2001, beneath the floor of Room A1 of the Archaic temple, the
largest assemblage of finds excavated at the site to date came to
light. It included more than 650 objects, covering a wide chrono-
logical range from the late 8th century to the second half of the 6th
century BC. The vast majority date to the 7th century and the first
half of the 6th century BC.

Various types of pottery from different areas of the Mediter-
ranean were found, including Cycladic skyphoi, strap-handled
bottles, plates, jugs, kraters, and askoi; Corinthian cups (kotylai),
alabastra, and aryballoi; zoomorphic vessels; and small anthropo-
morphic lekythoi. The assemblage also included numerous terra-
cotta female figurines, clay masks, and zoomorphic figurines from
workshops in Asia Minor and the islands of the Eastern Aegean,
as well as metal artefacts made of bronze, iron, and lead (spears,
daggers, swords, axes), bronze and ivory spectacle fibulae, various
objects and statuettes of faience, beads of various types and mate-
rials, seal stones made of semi-precious stones, and an ostrich
eggshell. A fragment of a Daedalic figurine of Parian origin, which
had been placed with particular care in the soil, occupies a promi-
nent place in the assemblage.

Most of the objects were found intact. The careful manner in
which they were placed, along with the frequent presence of simi-
lar items in Late Geometric and Archaic sanctuaries of the Aegean,
attests both to their deliberate deposition and to their votive char-
acter. Since most of them predate the construction of the Archaic
temple, their use as votive offerings is associated with the earliest
cult structure of the settlement. This has not been identified with
certainty; it may have been Building Z, on top of which the temple
was later erected. What is certain, however, is that the deposition
of these older votive offerings suggests the conscious desire to
maintain the worship practice there by preserving older ex-votos.
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«MHAIAKA» AITEIA « "MELIAN" VESSELS

To heyoueva «unhaxd» oyyelor amoteloy Mo amd TIg o XApa-
XTNPLOTIXEG EXDPAOELS TNG XVXARSIXNG TéXYNG TOV B o0 TOV 70V
otave T.X. II¥pov To Gvopd Tovg amd ™) MAho, dTtov otig apxés Tov
2000 oo EVTOTOTXAY Ta TIPLTa Selyparto avthg T™)|¢ Wialtepns
xepopelxis. QoTO00, VEOTEPEG TETPOYPADIXEG UENETEG KOl EVPY-
poter amtd my [épo xot ) Odoo, Ty amowkla twy Maplwy, anédet-
Eow 6TL vt 1 )t yoplo oryyetoov taw xuplapxo Tpoidy twy Tapla-
VOV OLYYELOTTARGTIXWY EpYyaaTnploy Tov 70v at. T.X.

To oyAua Tov xuptapyxel eivat o mbapudopéag e Yo Aotud xot
XWVIXO TIOBL, EVE) TVYXVE CUYVTWVTOL kol VOPLEG, Mxpdtepol opdo-
pelg xou Twara. Tow «pnAtoxd» oyyelo Stoaxpivovtol yio ) xoportn-
ploTkd], TAOVOLL Xl TUXVY) Sl OOUNGY) TOVG UE GUTIXG KOl YEWUE-
Tpd potiPo (oupumhexoueves omeipes, avbepto, Thoxuol, {atpixio),
o omola TeptBaMovy avBpwmovs, uuboloyed dvta xou {ar.

310 Asomotikd gxovy owbel uévo Bpadopata avtis g TEXVNS
—omapdypata amd apdopels kot Tt Zexwpilel avduecd Tovg
TO TIWVAXLO UE TIG AVTWTEG odblyyes, Oeiypa VPNAAG TeXVIXNS xout OTed-
viag etxovoypadinrs Bepotohoylog.
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The so-called “Melian” vessels are among the most typical expres-
sions of Cycladic art from the second half of the 7th century BC.
They take their name from Milos Island, where the earliest samples
of this distinctive type of pottery were discovered in the early 20th
century. However, more recent petrographic studies and findings
from Paros and Thasos — a colony of the Parian people — have shown
that this category of vessels was actually the dominant product of
Parian pottery workshops in the 7th century BC.

The prevailing shape is the high-necked pithamphora with a con-
ical foot, although hydriai, smaller amphorae and plates are also com-
monly found. The “Melian” vessels are distinguished by their char-
acteristic, rich, and dense decoration featuring plant and geometric
motifs — intertwined spirals, anthemia, guilloches, chequerboard -
which often frame humans, mythological beings, and animals.

Only fragments of this type of pottery have been preserved on
Despotiko — fragments of amphorae and plates. Among them, a
plate featuring confronting sphinxes stands out as an example of
high technical skill and unique iconography.

ATTIKH KEPAMEIKH « ATTIC POTTERY

Stov gvplTEPO XWPO TG avaaxoadns Ppebnxe TnBwpo pedavouop-
by xat gpuBpopopdwy atTiny ayyeiwy, ovvibuwg oe TOA amooTo-
ootk xatdotoo. Alyo uévo Bpodapata TpogpxovTaL 0O TOV Vo
%o atd Tov TEPLpaANOVTA XW PO, TOMG TtEploadTepa ovarkahvdBn oy
oto Kriplo A, to Kriplo Z, to Ktipto M, to Nétio kot To Avartohixod
Soyxpotue, evw Ayoatd Ppebnxay ato Towunvtipt.

Ou sloaywygs oty uelavdpopdwy ayyelwy oto Asomotind
£exoly yVpw 070 590 T.X., ot TAYpY avTLaToLio Me THY XATAaTOO
oty [dpo, ald xat oe &M yotd Te Kuxhddwv. Sty Thewdmtd
ToVg TPOXELTAL Yior oyyele TOV TToToD (xdMxeS kot axdoL), pe Ayor pévo
ueyohitepov peyefovs ayyelor (Myot apudopels xat Evag xpathipag).

Ol elooywyEg KEAVOUOPHWY UELOVOVTAL SPOPATIRG KETAED
480 %ot 460 T.X., 6Ty Eexvd 1 XpHiom Twv atTikwy epubpduopdwy
ayyelwy. Me egaipeon Ayovs oxddovg kot xOAxes, N TAELOVOTH TR
TV EVPYUATOY TTPOEPYETOL OO LEYANOV MeYEBOVE kWS LVOTXNUOVS
XPOTHPEG UE TOMUTIPOCWTIEG TAPUGTATEL; (XOPEVTES, GUUTOGLO,
oxnveg oo tov Atovwataxd Koxho, cuvadpoioeis Beothitow). Av xat
ot Ildpo cuvavtdpe attixd epuBpdpopda ayyeia twg to péoa Tov
40V Lo, 0T0 AEOTIOTING Tt VOTEPOTEPX SElY TR XPOVOLOYOVVTOL
vopltepa, péxpt to 380 .X. Tepimov.

H ottty xepapexy) anéd 1o Asomotind anotelel éva povadind
ovvoro ata tepd Ty Kuxhddwy, adhd xot Tov eAadikod xwpov
gVpUTEPR, TO00 AGYw g xupLapxlag evog oXHUATOS (kwSwYooYN-
1Og xpathipag), 660 xat Lo Ty VPNAY ToLdTNTA TRV aryyElwo.
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Numerous black-figure and red-figure Attic vases were found in
the wider excavation area, usually in a very fragmentary state.
Only a few fragments came from the temple and its immediate
surroundings; many more were discovered in Building A, Building
Z, Building M, and in the South and East Complexes, while very
few were found on Tsimintiri.

The importation of Attic black-figure pottery into the settle-
ment of Despotiko began around 590 BC, in full accordance with
the situation on Paros and other Cycladic Islands. Most of these
were drinking vessels (kylikes and skyphoi), with only a few larger
pieces (a small number of amphorae and a krater).

Imports of black-figure pottery declined dramatically between
480 and 460 BC, when Attic red-figure pottery began to be used
on Despotiko. With the exception of a few skyphoi and kylikes,
the majority of the finds consist of fragments of large bell-shaped
kraters decorated with multi-figure representations (dancers,
banquets, scenes from the Dionysiac cycle, gatherings of deities).
Although Attic red-figure vases were imported by Parians until the
mid-4th century BC, the latest finds on Despotiko date somewhat
earlier, around 380 BC.

Attic pottery found on Despotiko forms a unique assemblage
among the sanctuaries of the Cyclades, and indeed in Greece more
broadly, both due to the dominance of a single shape (the bell-
shaped krater) and the high quality of the vessels.
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TATAYIITA « THE SCULPTURES

To avabnpotixd ylumed amd to tepd Tov ATOMwYa 610 AsGTOTIXG
elval Oha ophevpeva oe Toplavd padppopo. To Teplocdtepa ova-
oVpinroy amd Tolxous XL ETUYWOEL, RETAYEVECTEPWY OLKOSOUY -
udtey xo owlovran ot Bpavopato. Xpovoloyodvtatl amd T dexa-
etio 560-550 . X., ™V Teplodo axplpwg Tov xtiotxe 0 Nadg, eve
XOADTITOVY TOV XPOoVik6 opllovTa £0¢ ToL TIPWLO XAXGIXE XPOVLXL,
Tepimov 10 470 T.X.

Tot opxotixd YAVTTTE v xovy XTd XVpLo Alyo GTov TVTLO TOV X0V~
pov. Exovv amoxoludBel 1dvo va uixpd xeddht xopns, éva Bpod-
opoe amd odiyye (5) ko gva ayohpdtio xabiotrg Bedg. Avo Bpod-
opata avixovy oto — mfavdtata yuvoixeio— TPWOIRO XAooIKd
Ayohpa TOV LEPOY.

O xedahés TpLiw x0Vpwy elvat ot Tohotdtepes (560550 T.X.),
EV0) EXAEXTO £pY0 ElVOLL O AVWTEPOG XOPUOG HE TNV XEDAAY XOVPOY
Tov xpovoloyeital oty Sexaetio 550-540 1.X. Kdmoio omd o
YAWTTE, 6Ttws 0 x0Vpog Tov avaouvtebnxe améd tplo Hpadouata,
EVTOLXLOUEVOL GE UETAYEVEGTEPO TOlXO, Tapovatdfovy to otabepa
YOPOURTNPLOTIKG TOV Teoplowod epyaatnplov YAVTTieds. Se xdmola
YATTTE ovaryvopllovtal Valakes kot CauLoxég 1) YEVIXOTEPQ oVaTo-
Mx0iwvIKé ETIOPATELS, WOTOGO SLATNPOVY ATAPAYVOIPLOTY KoL THY
TapLov THTOTHTA TOVS.

ATé TIg TPWLUES XA EG HopdEs Eexwpllel N axédadn veovixn
avdpuey] uopdy oV XPOVONOYIKE Xl TVTIONOY XS Elvort TIOAD ®OVTA
oto Tepidnpo «modi Tov Kprriov» (480—-470 1.X.) xout evdExeToL vou
oVaTTaPLOTE TOV ATTOMMWYA.

Abyw ™G ATOCTIRTUOTIRAG XATAGTOGNG TOVG KoL TNG EVPECNS
Tovg xVplwg ot Sevtepn xPYom, Sev VTApYOVY ETapXY oToLXElo Yiot
oV TPOGSLOPLad g opxxs B2amg Tey YAUTTeY oto Lepb. Omwo-
SHTOTE XATIOLX GTEXOVTOY MECH OTO TEUEVOG, NG OEV UTIOPOVME VL
ELXATOVHE QY NTAY GTNUEVRL TIAV0Y GTOY TOLY0 TOV TEPLBOAOY TOV, XLt
U7%0g g 080V TIov 08MYoVTE 0T LePd 1| O xATotoL Ghkn Stdtey.

Amotelovy gvo povadikd ovvolo otig Kuxhddes, ouyxployo oe
opLBUS x ot TTOLOTYTOL UOVO UE Tar otPXOIX L YAVTITE: otTtd TO 1epd TNg Avdov.
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The votive sculptures from the sanctuary of Apollo on Despotiko
are all carved from Parian marble. Most were recovered from the
walls and fills of later buildings and survive in fragments. They
date to around 560-550 BC, the period when the Temple was con-
structed, up to the Early Classical period, around 470 BC.

The Archaic sculptures are mainly of the kouros type. Only a small
kore head, a fragment of a sphinx (?), and a statuette of a seated god-
dess have been found. Two fragments belong to an Early Classical
statue from the sanctuary, most likely representing a female figure.

The heads of three kouroi are the earliest (560-550 BC), while
the upper torso with the head of a kouros, dating to around 550—
540 BC, is a particularly fine example of art. Some of the sculptures,
such as the kouros reconstructed from three fragments that had
been embedded in a later wall, display the consistent character-
istics of the Parian sculpture workshop. Others show Naxian and
Samian, or more generally, East lonian influences, yet they unmis-
takably retain their Parian identity.

Among the Early Classical pieces, the headless figure of a
young man stands out; chronologically and typologically, it is very
close to the famous “Kritio(a)s Boy” (480—470 BC) and could repre-
sent Apollo.

Due to their fragmentary state and the fact that they were found
mainly in secondary use, there is insufficient evidence to deter-
mine the original placement of the sculptures within the sanctuary.
Some of them certainly stood inside the temenos, but we cannot
say whether they were placed on the wall of the enclosure, along the
passageway to the sanctuary, or arranged in some other way.

They form an assemblage, unique in the Cyclades, compara-
ble in number and quality only to the Archaic sculptures from the
sanctuary of Delos.

I[TPO'PAMMA ANAXTHAQIHE A

Tnv Ttpuyty Sexoetio g avaoxadis evtomiotyxay dexddes Hpad-
OHOTO QUPYLTEXTOVIRGY MENY N Xl axépoutor éAY, To oTole, HETA
) oVoTRATIXY MENETY TOVG, aTtodoBnxay ota apxaixd xtipte Tov
Tepévoug, Snhady atov Nao, to Eotiatdpro xot to Ktipo A. H tex-
U Plway TOV APXLTEXTOVIXOD TVTIOV TLY UyNuelwY, 1 TdTIoN ETTop-
X0VG apLOROV UENDY XaL ) XOAN XATAGTOGT SLoTHPNONG TTONLIY 0Tto
VT ESWOE TO EVOVTUQ Ylot TNV EVAPEN TOV TPOYPARMUOTOS QTtO-
XATAOTOONG Kol AvBSElEng TOV AATPEVTIROY TUPHve TNG apXotinng
EYXATATTAGY.

To Ttpbypoppue Eexlvnoe phe Ta Lo ONUOVTIXG XTIPLaL TOV LEpOY,
tov Nad xat 1o Eotiatdpto. Ot HENETEG ATIOXATAOTATYG KOl VT
Aworg Tovg eyxpifnroy ouddwve amd to Kevipd Apxatohoyikd
SvpPodhio. Ta o xtiplo avtiuetwmioTnxay wg eviaio pynuetaxd
ovvolo, oTo omolo emavevtaxdnxke peydrog aptBuds cwlbuevawy
opxaley oPYITEXTOVIXWY KEAWY, Tor oTola cuuTAnpwlnxay oe
XATTOLEG TEEPUTTWOELG e VEO VAXO. AToxatoatdfnxay ot aTulofd-
TEG TWY XLOVOTTOLYLWY XL Twv 8V0 XTipiwy. Ito Ectiatdplo avaaty-
AdOnxow Tpetg xioveg ue To x1ovdxpavd Tovg xa 890 apxain emoTH-
Ao pe ta avtbipatd Tovg cuuTAnpwuéver ue vEo vAxo. Ztov Nad
avoaTnAwBxay Tpetg xioveg pe véo xtovéxpava, tplo apyaio emt-
otV UE TO avTiBnud Tovg xat T Tawia, Tor apxaio TpiyAvuda, ot
uetomeg xot to yeloa. T Abyovg aTortikods kot TpoxTixovg emtBAr-
Brxe xaL 1 aTOXATAGTAGY TUAKATOG TOV EVOLAUETOV TOLXOV UETAED
Ectiatopiov xat Noov (vétia mapaatada).

H oloxMipwan Tov £pyov (2022) elxe OUTTO oTOTENETHO: TNV
Tpootacio Tov wynpeiov amod ™ ¢phopd adha xat Ty awéSoa Tov
0TO EVPUTEPO XOWO UE TNY aVAGVOTACY TNG QPXIXNG TOV HoPdYS.
Aoy, éxovtag amoxtioel Ty Tpity Stdotasy Tovg, xot pe Vipog

oxedov 7 uétpar, o Nadg xort 7o Eotiotéplo amotehoty ToToamuo yla
NV EVPUTEPY) TTEPLOYH.

RESTORATION PROJECT A

During the first decade of excavation, dozens of fragmented - or in
some cases intact —architectural members were found. After sys-
tematic study, these were attributed to the Archaic buildings of the
temenos: the Temple, the Hestiatorion (banquet hall), and Build-
ing A. The documentation of the monuments’ architectural types,
the identification of a sufficient number of members, and the good
state of preservation displayed by many of them prompted the
launch of a programme for the restoration and showcasing of the
Archaic settlement’s cultic core.

The programme began with the sanctuary’s most important
buildings, the Temple and the Hestiatorion. Restoration and recon-
struction projects were unanimously approved by the Central
Archaeological Council. The two buildings were treated as a sin-
gle monumental complex into which numerous surviving ancient
architectural members were reintegrated, supplemented - in some
cases — with new material. The colonnade stylobates of both build-
ings were restored. In the Hestiatorion, three columns with their
capitals and two ancient epistyles and their antithemata were
restored, supplemented with new material. In the Temple, three
columns were restored with new capitals, alongside three ancient
epistyles with their antithemata and straps (tainiai), as well as the
ancient triglyphs, metopes, and cornices. For stability and practical
reasons, a section of the intermediate wall between the Hestiato-
rion and the Temple (south pilaster) was also restored.

The completion of the project in 2022 had a dual effect: protect-
ing the monument from further deterioration and restoring it to
its original form for the public to enjoy. Now, having regained their
three-dimensional form and standing at almost 7 metres in height,
the Temple and the Hestiatorion serve as prominent landmarks in
the wider area.
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ITPOTPAMMA ANAYXTHAQEHY B

To apyttextovied abvoro Tov Naod xat tov Eatiatopiov elvat appy-
XTat SEUEVO QPXOULOAOYIKE Xl XWPOTAEIKE [e TO TPITO AATPEVTIRG
xTipto Tov Tepévous, To Ktiplo A. To xtiplo elxe vootel onpavtinég
dBopeg ekarting g Aettovpylag Tov TVPOXOUEIOV TNG GTAVNG TTAVW
ot avtd yoo ToMEG Sexaeties. H amoxatdotoon xat avaothlwon
elyav atéx0 vo ouufdrovy atny Tpoctacio Tov xTiplov, adhd kot vou
aTOSWEOLY TNV TPITY SLATTATY TNG APXLTEXTOVIXYG MOPdHG TOV.

Meta ™y 0AoXAAPWaY TWY EPYATILY aToXaTdatacns oto Kri-
pLo A (2025) XOTEGTY OPATH XL XOTAVOY|TY GTOYV ETUOKETTY 1 UVT)-
HELXOTNTOL TOV TEMEVOVG TOV ATTOMmwYVA Tov AoV Eexwpilel xat
Se0TOlEL, OTLG XUl XATE TNV oPYALOTNTAL, AVAUETH OTO VTTOAOLTICL
U AOLTPEVTIXG XTIPLAL TNG EYKOTATTAON.

H avoathlwon Twv apxoixmv xTipley kot 1 ekeMocduevn ova-
oxady Tpooelxdovy TAYBog eTioxeTTeY xdbe xpbvo. H meptiynon
ToVg YlveTol Péow NG XEVTPIXYG OLSPOUNG TIOV XATUOKREVATTNXE
ne xAlom €wg 6%, WOTE Vo EMTPETETAL 1) ETTIOKREYY GTOV XWPO KAl
OO ATOUO MELWMEVNG KWNTIXOTNTAG. ZEXVBIVTAG QO TNV OXTY,
T0 povomatt axolovBel to Puowd avdylvdo, Tpooeyyilovtag To
opYOLol XTIPLOXE ROUTAAOLTIOL GTOL XVAPLAL TOV APV ETILORETITOV.

RESTORATION PROJECT B

The architectural Temple-Hestiatorion complex is closely con-
nected, both archaeologically and spatially, with the third cult
building of the temenos, Building A. The building had suffered
considerable damage over the decades due to the operation of the
shepherd’s cheese factory built above it. The restoration and recon-
struction works aimed not only to protect the edifice but also to
restore the three-dimensional character of its architectural form.

Following the completion of the restoration works on Build-
ing A (2025), the monumentality of Apollo’s sanctuary became once
again visible and comprehensible to visitors, prominent and dom-
inating, as in antiquity, among the other non-cult buildings of the
settlement.

The restoration of the Archaic buildings and the ongoing exca-
vation attract numerous visitors every year. The site tour follows the
central pathway, constructed with a gradient of up to 6% to ensure
accessibility for people with reduced mobility. Starting from the
coast, the path follows the natural contours of the terrain, leading
visitors to the ancient architectural remains — literally in the foot-
steps of the ancient worshippers.

OI ANOPQIIOI TOY AEETIOTIKOY

To apxatohoyxd €pyo aTo Aeomotind kot to Tatunvtyipt davtalet atelelesto, xabg To xwo Twy V0 YLy xpvfet
axOpo ToMG uoted. H egéMgn xaL 1 Tpdodos tov amd To 1997 uéxpL OHREPY VAL ATIOTENEGIOL TG XOTLAGTIXYG
gpyaciag, ™G CUOTNUOTIXAG ETLOTNUOVIXNG EPEVVAS, TNG AdOTIWENG KoL TNG AYATNG OAWY TWY KEAWY TNG PXALONO-
YIXAG X0l VOLTTNAWTIRNG ORAOOG Kol ToY EXATOVTASWY dortnTewy kot eBehovtaw, vrd v xabodrynom tov Idvvov
Kovpaytlov.

APXAIOAOTIOI: Thtoe Ntaidd, AhegdvSpo AhekovdpiSov, Erica Angliker, Iptyévera AePévtn, Anuitpng
Holatof6Swpog, Mavwdng Metpdung, Ayyehog Matfalov, Luigi Lafasciano, Caspar
Meyer, Simon Davis, Isabelle Algrain, Bryan Burns, Bob Sutton, Eleni Hasaki, Kote-
plvoe Kapaxaon, Natahie BENy, Kwvotavtiva Ppdyxov, Eprvn Iovndxy, Kplotw
Kovotavtaxomodhov, Doug Forsyth, Smipog Ietpémovhog, Aovile IMavomodlov,
Mdta Sapw, Iyvdtiog Acoatwed, Avaotacio Madixomovhov, Kheww IMamabova-
olov, Evtuylo Xovpaddxn, xat Tolot axduo.

SYNTHPHTES: Mwpyos Kapdumodns, Eve ToaBovd, Baoiing Tulavaxog, Kwotag Adetiov, Baitoa
Homalfixov, EAévn Saity.
APXITEKTONEZX: Tovhéhpog Opeatidng, Aenne Ohnesorg, Katepiva amoyidyyy, Martin Lambertz.

IIOAITIKOI MHXANIKOI: Eva-EAévn Tovpmaxdpn, Anuvitpns Eyyrélos, Baoiing MamaPoctlelov.

TEQAOTOS: Erich Draganits.

EPTATOTEXNITES: O0dwpris Behévtlag, Taxng Evatabiavdg, Tiypyos Mmihipns, Anurtpns Moaxpumoiing,
SaBRag Tpravtaduiidng, kot o aslpynotos Baoiing SvhBéotpos.

MAPMAPOTEXNITES: Mdpxog Appaos, Aovxdg lwdvvov, Mwpyos Kovtovixohdov, Tidpyos Iokapdpng, Tow-
voVANg Sxopns, Bayyéhng Xatlis, Xpriotog Mminyldwog, Hhag Supds, Hoavayiwtng
Zeotavdxng, Mnvds Mapapélag, Oavdons Mdaotopys.

AT ™y apxr| T Epeuvas, Otow 1 aelpyn oty Ntén Tovhavdpr evioxvoe otxovopuxd Ty TPty avaoxadixy Tepio-
80, HEXPL ONMUEPX, 1) EUTPAXTY UTLOOTAPLEN TwV GIAWY TOV AECTIOTIXOD —TwY SWPNTWY, TLY ONUOTLY GOPEWY, TwY
TOTURWY CUAGY WY, TV LOLWTWY— £XEL SWOEL OTNY OMAda TOV AEOTOTIKOY TY SUYATOTNTA Y& VAOTIOWCEL TOVG OTO-
x0vs ts: AbBovdatog ot Mapiva Maptivov (AITEAS AMKE), Tpupa I1. & A. KaveloTmodhov, T8pvua A.T. Aepévty,
T8pvpa L. Adtom, Apog Avtimapov, Yrovpyelo Epmopieric Navtihicg kot Nnotwtixyig IloArtierg, Sudéyos «Pidottng
Ildpov xat Avtimapov», Alpha Bank, E6vix| Tpanele, AIKEMES (College Year in Athens), Antiparos Preservation
Society, Elias xot Marion Stassinopoulos, Nwohag xat Etprivn Aawuod, Ilgtpog Mammdg, Alixy Tovdavdpr, Mapia
Eumetpixov, Atehdvta Tovhavdpy), EAévn Alovmn xa Tww Zidytng, Nixog xat Mapia Mapaody, Novtag xat Mapthita
Aopmadapiov, KuBéln Aletiov, Nick xou Alice Galakatos, I'dvvng ITatekng, PAyag Aoydvrng, Thomas xot Zanine
Koerfer, Tdvyng xot Evyevie Kovpdvtapov, Smeralda Malenchini, Luciana Moretti, Sofia Mylonas, Katharina
Wienziger-Schnack, Mapikn ®payxiota, Rosamund Shakespeare, Nixog ASapavtiddng, Muxahng Havoayrs,
Heiner Bastian, Dominique Senequier, Jonathan and Michael Lurie, Bubi Baehler xot moMot axdua.
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THE PEOPLE OF DESPOTIKO

The archaeological work on Despotiko and Tsimintiri seems endless, as much of the past remains buried beneath
the soil of the two islands. The progress made from 1997 to the present is the result of tireless effort, systematic
scientific research, and the dedication and passion of all members of the archaeological and restoration team,
along with the hundreds of students and volunteers, under the guidance of Yannos Kourayos.

ARCHAEOLOGISTS: Ilia Daifa, Alexandra Alexandridou, Erica Angliker, Iphigenia Leventi, Dimitris
Palaiothodoros, Manolis Petrakis, Aggelos Matthaiou, Luigi Lafasciano, Caspar
Meyer, Simon Davis, Isabelle Algrain, Bryan Burns, Bob Sutton, Eleni Hasaki, Kate-
rina Karakasi, Natalia Velli, Konstantina Frangou, Eirini Poupaki, Kristy Konstan-
takopoulou, Doug Forsyth, Spyros Petropoulos, Louiza Panopoulou, Mata Samioti,
Ignatios Assatof, Anastasia Mallikopoulou, Kleio Papathanasiou, Eftychia Chou-
madaki, and many others.

CONSERVATORS: Giorgos Karambalis, Eva Tsavou, Vasilis Galanakos, Kostas Alexiou, Vaitsa Papazikou,
Eleni Saiti.

ARCHITECTS: Goulielmos Orestidis, Aenne Ohnesorg, Katerina Papagianni, Martin Lambertz.

CIVIL ENGINEERS: Eva-Eleni Toumbakari, Dimitris Englezos, Vasilis Papavasileiou.

GEOLOGIST: Erich Draganits.

WORKMEN: Thodoris Velentzas, Takis Efstathianos, Yorgos Biliris, Dimitris Makrypoulis, Savvas
Triantafyllidis, and the late Vasilis Sylvestros.

MARBLE CRAFTSMEN: Markos Armaos, Loukas Ioannou, Yorgos Kontonikolaou, Yorgos Palamaris, Giannou-
lis Skaris, Vangelis Chatzis, Christos Bligiannos, Ilias Sipsas, Panagiotis Zestanakis,
Minas Maravelias, Thanasis Mastoris.

From the very beginning of the research, when the late Dolly Goulandris financially supported the first excavation
season, to the present day, the continued, hands-on support of Despotiko’s friends — including donors, public insti-
tutions, local associations, and individuals — has allowed the team to fulfil its goals. Notable supporters include
Athanasios & Marina Martinou (AEGEAS NGO), the Paul & Alexandra Canellopoulos Foundation, the A.G. Leventis
Foundation, the John S. Latsis Public Benefit Foundation, the Municipality of Antiparos, the Ministry of Maritime
Affairs and Insular Policy, the Friends of Paros and Antiparos Association, Alpha Bank, the National Bank of Greece,
College Year in Athens (CYA), the Antiparos Preservation Society, Elias & Marion Stassinopoulos, Nikolas & Irini
Lemos, Petros Pappas, Aliki Goulandris, Maria Embirikos, Atalanta Goulandris, Eleni Aloupi & Ion Siotis, Nikos
& Maria Marsan, Nontas & Marilita Lampadariou, Kyveli Alexiou, Nick & Alice Galakatos, Giannis Patelis, Rigas
Doganis, Thomas & Zanine Koerfer, Giannis & Eugenia Koumandaros, Smeralda Malenchini, Luciana Moretti, Sofia
Mylonas, Katharina Wienziger-Schnack, Marily Frangista, Rosamund Shakespeare, Nikos Adamantiadis, Michalis
Panagis, Heiner Bastian, Dominique Senequier, Jonathan and Michael Lurie, Bubi Baehler, and many others.

ENAEIKTIKEY AHMOXIEYXEIY « SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

2002-2005. KOYPATIOE, I «Aeamotix6. 'Eva véo 1epd tov ATdMwvar, Apyatoloyixd Avddexto g€ Adnveyy 35-38:37—88.

2012. KOURAYOS, Y., K. DAIFA, A. OHNESORG, K. PAPAJANNI. “The Sanctuary of Despotiko in the Cyclades.
Excavations 2001-2012", Archdologischer Anzeiger 2012/2: 93-174.

2018. Koyparios, I Asomotixd. TaéldL ato xpévo. 20 xpovia epgvvayv oo Iepd tov ATéMwva. Avtimapog: Apog Avtimdpov.

2022. ALEXANDRIDOU, A. “The Terracotta Animal Figurines from Despotiko: the life of humans and objects in the
Early Iron Age Cyclades beyond polarities”, The Annual of the British School at Athens 2022, 1-25.

2023. NTal®a, K. Owctopol tepdyy xat tepd otxtopwy. H mepimrwan s eyxatdotaons oty ¥ean Mdvrpa Asamotinoy
(oSN S18. Srortpt P, MowveTiotiulo Osooohing).

2023. ALEXANDRIDOU, A., Y. KOURAYOS, I. NTAIFA (e7tti.). Despotiko, the Site Of Mandra. The “Temple” Complex and its
Deposits (Babesch Suppl. 46), Leuven: Peeters.

2024. ANGLIKER, A., Y. KOURAYOS, K. NTAIFA. “Experiences and Individual Practices at the Sanctuary of Apollo at
Despotiko. A Case Study of Dances and Travelling”, ato Sanctuaries and Experience Knowledge, Practice and Space
in the Ancient World, (emu.) Woolf, G., L. Bultrighini & C. Norman, 67-88, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag.




) W \5{ E E——— 3 .
\ o ! / Rl S A e P

L

- ?
‘-W“

| "j i ﬂl

; [" :
el
ffuorrey

'

/ A —
/ ; I C '
Phrd =

QL




